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than that I can be able to beare the 
weyghte of ſuche an enterpꝛiſe, and 
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vnd howe moche we be bounde to 
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fre wil it ſelf that we be indued with 
all, iaghe fre gyſte of almighty god, 
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from ſynne, 02 by mercy to be entice 
bothe to loue and to vertue.J 
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with hir ſoꝛe th:etninges compellith 
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thethynge that dothe lyke ſuche a 
father. And where: as hit is 
, de, that — * ; —— — 
the beginnyng of woyſdome, 
the lame ſeare ſomvohat concerneth 
the dꝛede of Juſtice yet J reken that 
it is nat to be taken for that bondely 
ſere that maketh vs to dꝛede the ſoꝛe 
uniſhmentes- but fo: that that ma- 
eth vs to loke aboute, that voe da 
nothynge, that ſnulde diſpleaſe our 
moſt louyng ſather / oꝛ els feare with 
out loue longeth to a cruelle tyꝛante, 
that careth nat foꝛ the peples hatred 
ſo they feare hym / and nat to the 
moſte mercyfull loꝛde and father of 
vs all, whoſe loue toward mankind 
neither with mynde can be compꝛe- 
hended / noꝛ with woꝛdes any thing 
expꝛeſſed. The vohich ſeinge that he 
louethvs ſo moche, and 1 our 
Helpe and ſocour cometh from hym, 
lekte vs ſette all our truſte and confi⸗ 


in hym / withdraw 
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The pfefsce I 
dur truſte and our hope from al mord 
tall thynges; and ſrome all mortalle 
men NV bein ned / lette vs callt 
* he is liberall he geueth 
Tater than other doo take io 
#hatwae make hym nat a nygarde in 
aſkynge of ſmalle thynges and vn» 
worthy oſ hym tb be gyuen. If wol 
bein ſynne, lettt s calle vppon his 
mertye; beinge ſoꝛye and repentant. 
\ ſo euer ia fynner is truely; nee 
pentant, he ſorgyueth all manercof 
{ye : Here amonge men they that 
do foꝛgiue ſynne, haue nat al an egal 
power: ſom caſes be reſerued tothe = 
pope, and of the popes kim ſelſe po- 
wet ſome do put a great doute : hut 
2 ſelfe is he that hathe reule 
bothe in heuen and in erte there is 
no dout that of his autoꝛite and po- 
wer can be made. Jf we deſyꝛe to 


. eee 
me woyll c his cmandementes © 

ſd done, let vs put vs all hollè to his 
Plealure and merty) and lette vanat 


truſte vpon certayne veyne pꝛayers 

the whiche with mock erour be 
amongemen, as tho 

MY hedthisyerty and] erthatiwho 

1 - 1 Ccheweeuerlaſtynge punyſhementes!, 


O ſubtile ſerpent, o diſceitfull diuell / 
howe various / ho woe craſty be thyn 
imaginations? bycauſe he ſeeth that 
fromour ſimple and ſtedfaſte beleue 
he can nat bꝛinge vs awaye / he goth 
about to bꝛynge vs in to an odious 
ſuperſticiouſnes, and bicguſe he ſeeth 
that that man can nat do amiſſe, that 
vppon the mercye of god ſetteth his 
Holle truſt, he perſuadetꝶ rude ⁊ ig- 
noꝛant ſoles to ſet their truſte vppon 
vain thinges, that they ſhuld ſet only 
wpon god: Surely ſuch he is,7 he wil 
neuer cesle to let ys from our lurney 
i heuen⸗ 
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| heuenwarde, out of whiche place he 


was ouerthꝛowoen. But the mo wy⸗ 
les and ſub: ties that he worketh, 
the moze grace and ſtrengthe go« 
giueth vs to withſtande hym . But 
it is time moſt honorable lady to lay 
by my rude and vneloquent langage / 


that ye maye here Eraſmus ſpeke e⸗ 


loquently, ⁊ in your ovone mothers 
tonge verye playnly / the whiche ſo 
comendeth to the herers the vnmea⸗ 
ſurable and infinite mercye of god / 
that who ſo euer in his hart fait pꝛin 
teth it / he ſ2all finde out of it a mar⸗ 
uelous great frute both to know his 
owne miſer 9 / and of god the infinite 
bounte / the vohiche tvoo thynges be 
moſt effectuous to directe vs to the ts 
uerlaſtynge felicite / that is Chꝛiſte 
Jeſus, the whiche pꝛeſerue your la- 
dyſſhyppe and all yours. Amen. 
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of the mercyes of oure 
loꝛde, Bretherne and ſis 1 
ſterne moſte welbeloued BP” I 
in Lhaiſte.3 withoute whoſe helpe 8 55 > 
mannes frailtie and weakenes canne 


naught do: let vs all to gether wit? A 
a common pꝛayer beſeche the merey = 81 


of the loꝛde of vs all, ſo to moue the + = 


inſtrument of my tongue / andſo to 8 
ſtere and kendelle your ir bartes; that -"_ 
as woe ſhall departe hence thzoughe -- 
the mercye of our loꝛde maze plenti © 
ouſiye ende wed with heuenly grace: 
ſo every man to his neighbour ward | 
yſe the war⸗ 
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name be here gethered / Poucheſafe 
-- therfoze according to thy pꝛomiſe, to 
be amongethis company:that they: 
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e you: 


the almyghty woꝛde 
ge father / that p:0- 
myſeſt to be pꝛeſente, where ſo eder 


two or thre were aſſembled in thy 


name: thou ſeeſt hovve manye in thy 


hartes beinglyghted thꝛough grace 
of the holy ghoſte, may vnderſt onde 
moe fully the greatnes of thy mer- 
cy,voherby we al together may with 
a luſtyer mynde bothe yelde to the 
thankes foꝛ thy mercye / that hathe 
ben to vs fo often ſnewoed, c. that we 
may mote deſiro uſly in all our neceſ- 
ly that we bei ſeruantes, 
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If that cuery man as the ö At 
ciens teache) is ryght diligent and ate 
tentiue to here thoſe thynges /that 5. 
he perceyueth ſhuld ſharpely touche 
hym: there oughte none of you to 
nodde oꝛ ſſepe in this ſermon tyme / 
ſeynge that the ſaluation of vs alle, 
gally dependeth on the mercy of our © ro al 
loꝛde ? Noꝛ there is none ſo yonge 
noꝛ ſo olde / of ſo love oꝛ ſo hyghe 3 8 £2 1 
birth, ſo pooꝛe noꝛ ſo riche,ſ0 donde: FE, 
noꝛ ſo fre / ſo cunnynge noꝛ ſo vnler⸗ 
ned, ſo wicked noꝛ ſo iuſte: but that 
he hath often times both pꝛoued the 
mercy of our loꝛde, yea and nedeth 
the mercy of our loꝛde to all thynges 
that he rightouſly goth — ger 2 
matter mote fauoꝛable may be tregs 
ted of than that by the mercy of god/ 
euerlaſtynge helth is pꝛepared foꝛ all 
folkes? Of very right therfoꝛe in this 
—_— tyme, oll ye that be ha 

ene 4 
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dene ooily rake bede, ban 
oboe and — here hit: 
d2 who ſo cuer doth loue and fauer 
gym ſelſe; muſt nedes loue and fauer 
185 ſermon. 
-Amonge the many folde yuelos, that 
dꝛavo mankinde to euerlaſtyng dame 
nation, there be two / chefe and pꝛin- 
-Lip9ll miſcheues : Of whiche they 
' (8 —ought ſpecially to be ware / that loue 
| 3 Vertue and goodnes, and that deſire 
do come to the felovoſhyppe of euer- 
+>, od 7 laſtynge felicitie » The two be theſe, 
To moche truſte on ones ovone ſelfe, 
te . and Deſpeire. The one cometh of the 
pꝛeſumptuous mynde ageynſte god, 
that the loue of ones ſelſe hath blyne 
ded: Loa —— 22 one 
way by pond:ynge of the greatnes 
e 7 offences / and an other way by con 
(oo wt of theſharpe iugemente of 
god / withoute remembꝛaunce of his 
mercy. Eche of theſe is ſo peſtilente 
ee tat manye men doubte 
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domini Concio. N 5 
whiche of them bothe is moꝛe to de 
abhoꝛred. Fo! whats gretter _ 
nes noꝛ mote to be wayled than ma 
tharis but erth and aſheorthe whi 
what ſocuer he is 02 may do, is fo2 it 5 
all bounde to the goodnes of god: to 
rebelle agaynſte hym, of whome he 
was created, of whome he was res 
demcd, and of whome by ſo manye 
mcancs ; be is called to the companye 
of euerlaſtynge lyfe ? Jt is a poynt of © 
very great ynkyndnes to ſet nougghte 
by hym, of rohome thou haſte rece n- 
ucd ſo manye benefites ? but git isa 8 
poynte of great madnes to wolle, to 
rebelle agaynſte hym / that maye 5 
diſtroye the with a becke ? It is a i 
greatte poynte of wyckedneſſe, nat 
to knowoeledge thy maker , nat to 
honoure thy father, nat to loue thy 
Saviour Ynhappye Lutifer was 1 
bolde to doo this ty tte , the whe £ 7 — 2 
che aſcryuynge to — felfe; that he 


hadde ircely reſceyued of almyghs 1 
* B 2 rye 2 
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vp aboue in heuen / I wyll exalte my 
5 A ſeate aboue the ſterres of god, J voyl 
Aytyponthebyl of teſtimony in the ſt 
des ofthe nozth voynde / I woyl clime 
vp aboue the heyght of the cloudes / 

h J voyl be lyke to almighty god . But 


wolce to god, that the ynhappy fall 
op f Lucifer myght at the leſtſray mot 
n!ll creatures from folovoynge of his 
* vngracious example / if the wycked 
dede it ſelſe can nat ſeare them. Dee 
rily if god dyd not ſpare the pꝛoude 
pꝛeſumptuous angels / but dyd caſt 
theym heedlynge dovone in to helle, 
and oꝛdeyned them ſtraitely bounde 
in cheynes to be kepte tyll the days Þ 
of dome: vohat deſerueth man a ſcly - {| 
+ worme,vo hich as it were novo being 
cWCrepte oute of the erthe, and muſte 
| - ſhortlyereturne to erte agayne / is 
pꝛoude pꝛeſumptuous, and teſty a- 
gaynſte god The mote lowe and 
vile the condicion ol man ene 
bf g 


| Cie 9 _ 2 
Jon =: is” I yep 
abominable is his p:cſumpeion;deli wee ta 
rynge to be egal with god. N 

The auncient poetes feyned that 110 8 
there role a itryfe on a tyme | 
the goddis / vohiche conſtrayned Ju- | 
piter hems ſelfe to foꝛſake heuen / and 
to flee in to Egypt, and there in anos 
there ſhappe to hide him: but a farre * 
more meſcheuous dede woas it that 
the gyantes wente aboute, vohiche' 
confederatynge to gether agaynſte 
Jupitef, dyd caſt hylles vpon hylles; 
that they myght ſo conquere heuen / 
and expelle Jupiter thence. ye laugh 
and may right well: foꝛ theſe rales 
that ye here be nat goſpel : but yet 
the erudite olde tyme wolde ſignifie 
ſome vohat ynder the 8 of 
theſe fables, that longett e to the ex- 
pꝛeſſynge of moꝛtalle folkes maners. 

1. —＋. was thꝛowen dovone Saller 

in to helle, bicauſe he coun 2 

— the thounder and lightning _ ; 9 
of Jupiter . Admit, it be but a fable: 3 
1 53 
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8 1 haue there ben, that in dede and ſe- 
”  . >. ryouſly wold haue heuenly honours 
Dani. done to theym : Dyd nat god turne 
abugodonoſoꝛ; that wolde haue 
made hym ſelfe a god / in to a brute 
beaſte / that from a beaſte he ſhulde 

returne to a humayne ſpappe. 
Great Alexander wolde be take fot 
Jupiters ſonne / and ſuffred him ſelfe 
to be woꝛſhypped at his table. Do- 
mitius Ceſar in all his letters paten- 
tts and piſtylles, and in his com- 
munication wold be called both god 
and loꝛde. Adrian oꝛdeyned,; that 
Antinous ſhulde be voozſhypped as 
a god. Why reherſe J all this, vohan 
it was a ſolemne thynge amonge the 
Romaynes, after they: Emperours 
were departed this life, to make them 
goddis ? Some of thein a lyue had 
godly honoꝛs / whiche h onoꝛs to ac 
cept vohan they were oſſered, is wic 
ked madnes, and to vſurpe them is 
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ctoꝛite of ſtoꝛies be of no great 3 Tela "Mp 
— vs here vohat the apoſtel is fiz s 
Paule to the Theſſalonicẽs wꝛote ß. 
Nero / truly ſome do interpꝛetate it 
thus: And the creature of ſyn, ae 3 
he) were vncouered, the chyld off 
dicion / voice is agaynſte, an is, 
enhanſed aboue al that is called god/ 
and that is worſhipped, ſo that he 
ſitteh in the temple of god / ſnewing 
hym ſelfe as though he were god... 
But parauenture it ſhal ſeme no mar ö 
-uaxlle, if they , that wo:ſhypped 
#02 goddes / oxen, apes / dogges / yea 
7 thynges moꝛe vile, dumme ſtones / 
and wodde wolde haue them ſelfes 1 
taken fo: goddes, as farre mote ek, 
cellent cs than thoſe, to which 42 
the people dydde godly gonoꝛs. 
In the actis of the apoſtels Herod, 
knovoyng there was but one god of 
whoſe 99 no man coude be pars 
—_ byc. ſu fire the people to crye 
ä B 4 
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Fd 1. er De miſericord 
8 to m in his ſermo ace Thi? 
® Shen afer fewer token a man: 
ooo after he was ſtryken by the 
, Bugel of god; the whiche revenged 
he that iniury-7 ſo he the miſerable god 
Tm of the lo voyſe yuell, whiche is 
dete moſte foule / ſtynkynge and 
i 

I vwoldeto god there were r go | 
nge ch:iſtiens , that folowed he 
Ras of Lucifer / J w 
7 that val it. What :Loke 
chat) ſhul to you ſomevohar 
of 3 — confeſſions ? What nedeit, 
whan in ſome countreys jn the mars 
ket place / in the churches / at dyner, 
at ſouper / in playenge and ſpoꝛtyng, 
we may here al about owe they for. 
N them felfe by the moſte hono- 
rablename of god. 'T his that I ſaye 
is but a lyght thyngc : we here the 
name of god denyed / the holy name 
. of Ehiiſte with manye vile woꝛdes 
IN . in  bytynge the fore [ynger 
go 
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is wonte tq ve done agaynſte 5 
famous te foꝛ repꝛoche and 


ſhame - Be there none trowe ye a⸗ 
monge Chꝛiſtens (if they may be cal 
led Chꝛiſtiens) the which for ryches, 
that they muſt ſhortly forgo, oꝛ for 
foule bodily pleſure, oꝛ foꝛ tranſitoꝛy 
honours, doo foꝛſake theyꝛ ovone 
prince, and make a wicked compoſi- 
cion with theyꝛ foo Satanas ? the 
fourme of the othe beynge taken, at 
ones they foꝛſake vohat ſo euer co⸗ ba 
uenant they made with Chꝛiſte, and 
offre to helle theyꝛ body as rhe fyꝛſte 
frute,to the pꝛince voherof they haue 
vowed holly they: ſoule ? Theſe thin 
ges we lee punyſſhed daylye by o 
pen execution ? What thynge lyke _ 
dydde Lucifer? foꝛ hym the ſonne of 

god dyed nat, and yet he was nat ſo 
kf B5 


1 


"7 Pena £4 bh gi 
Ege me god: he alonely 1 
; delyzcd egal honour. - 
— — countre , wherein 
were. v. mighty cites, now 
F beinge 9 peſtylent and abhominable 
lake, fo: the ſwete waters of Joꝛdan 
bearinge yll fauoꝛed claye, the hoꝛri- 
ble exaumple wherof ſhall remayne 
euer in remembꝛance to theym that 
come after / hadde the inhabytantes 
8. theroſ vtterly gyuen to ryote and le- 
chery / but yet we rede nat / that any 
of them was ſo wickid/that he wold 
blaſpheme god / oꝛ curſe and thꝛet- 
ten gym: and yet they were all dy- 
ſtroyed with rayne myngled with 
bꝛimſtone. O vohat an hoꝛyble thing 
is this , there bene founde amonge 
Chꝛiſten people, that dare doo that 
that Lucifer durſte nat, that Go- 
moꝛra durſte nat: whiche alſo to ſo 
manye abominable dedes ioyne blaſ- 
phemy ynge. 
5 ſe you moſte dere pꝛetherne wes 
e 


75 © 7 N 1 
12 * Fond 2 


ſoo reherſynge theym / quyuer and 


the leſſe we purpoſe nat onely in this 
ſermon to declare, howe great a ſyn 
diſpeire of foꝛgyuenes is, but alſo to 
ſhewe you / how excedynge greatte 
the mercye of god is, the whiche to 
2eyle we haue this day enterpꝛiſed: 
the vohiche mercy alſo ſpareth ſuche 
folkes, and gyuethe theym ſpace to 
repente and amende. | 
Paauenture we ſtande in our owon 
conceyt, by cauſe amonge ys here / 
the examples of thoſe crimes, that J 
reherſed vohle ere, be ſeldome ſeen; 
but vohat inatter makcthe it, if the 
tonge ſoundeth no blaſphemy, vohan 
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ſhake bothe body and ſoute . Neuer 


of many the holle lyfe ſpcketh no o- ng 


ther thynge but blaſphemy agaynſte 
god ? The glouttons {oz god vwot- 
ſhyppe they: bealy / the whichecon- 
tinually by-ryght and voꝛonge ol 
* 5 ſty 
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* Sener dene which 1 
bp murther,, treaſon, poyſonynge, 
$ 3 = and * vp honors, 

3 by tyꝛanny opꝛeſſe pooꝛe peo 
ple ) ane to haue all thynge after 
theyꝛ mynde, kendle all the worlde 
to worre: not they perſeuerynge ſtyll 
in theſe great yuels / haue no ſhame 
noꝛ repentance, but with a ſhameles 
countinance lyke a comon woma / re- 
ioyſe/yea in thynges moſte miſchief- 
ful, ſxoꝛnyng and mockyng the good 
3 lyuers: do nat the caytiues by thoſe 
dieeldes ſay: There is no god / ggddis 
begheſtis bene falſe, the thꝛetnynges 
ok god be in vayne, the woꝛde of god 
is a Ties yeldynge the ioyes of heuen 
to them that mourne here-that thiꝛſt 

I 1 that be meke / that 
ſuffre perſecution, that for iuſtice ben 
with vyle woꝛdes rebuked ? Mat 
thynge is moꝛe abhominable than 
this blaſphemy And yet if any thing 
canne be woꝛſe than this, vohiche i 5 
e 
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1898 2. « 7 
— dende Con” 15 5 
7 mooſte worſe / Diſpey et Pia 72 
than the holle ſtynkynge multityde * 
of other ſynnes. "I 
The wickcd man ſeynge he — 
do vohat thynge he wolde vnpuny ⸗ 
ſhed, he was pꝛoude of his pꝛoſperi * 
te, and ſayde in his harte: There is 
no god, and there is no knowolege a- 
boue, godcareth nat foꝛ mortal fol. 
kes bulynes. And as one is leſſe iniu - 
rious to woarde a man, that beleueth 
he is not, than that he ſhulde beleue 
hym to be either cruel 02 falſe: Soo 
lyke wyſe they ben leſſe wycked, tat 
vtterly ſay, there is no god/than tgeß 
that beleue he is ynmetcifull, — EO 
che take away from hym that yertu, 
without vohiche kynges be nat kyn⸗ | 
ges but tyꝛantes. But voho fo euer EY 
caſtet hope of foꝛgyuenes a ſyde, L 
and rolleth 8 ſelfe downe in to the 
hurlpytte of Diſpeyꝛe: he doth nat 
only beleue t at god is nat almighti⸗ 
luppolynge ſome ſynne to be ſo 155 
rible, 
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- rib that — can nat ſoꝛgyue it / but 
alſo he maketh god a lyer. For god 
omiſeth!by his pꝛophet/that he wil 
ncontinent clene ſoꝛgette all mancr 
ſynnes, aſſone as the ſynner bevpay- 
lleth them. Lontrary wyſc / they that 
_ x ts) folowe Cain ſay thus: My ſynne is 
greater, than that J may deſerve fo2- 
Fgyueneſſe. What ſayſte thou , woyc- 
ked voꝛeche ? Jt god being ouercome 
with the greatneſſe of thy ſynne,may 
nat foꝛgyue the, thou pluekeſte from 
hym this power almyghtye : and if 
he woll nat doo that that ge mayc a 
do / he is a lyer and falſe-whiche wil 
nat perfourme that that he ſo manye 
e tymes pꝛomyſed by the mouthes 
, of the pzophetes. It is infinite, what 
ft, ſo euer is in god. But. iii. ſpecyall 


7 4 thynges be in hym / moſte highe po⸗ 

wer, mooſte c veyſedome / and 
% mooſte highe goodnes. And al be it, 
4 that power is wonte-to be aſcribed 
7% to 21 father / as his pꝛopꝛe, vyſe- 
Pe: dome 


2 4 pe e * 1 


my Þ» dend "IS e 
dome tothe ſonne, and goodnes to 
the holye goſt: yet there is none of * 1 
theſe thynges / but it is egally com⸗ 
mon to al thꝛe perſons. His high pos & 
wer he ſhewid,vohas he created theſe a 
marucilous voarkes of the woꝛlde 
onely with a becke, of the vhiche/. 
there is no parte, but it is full of mi⸗ 
racle, ye the verye pyſmers and ſpi⸗ 
ders crye out; and ſgewoe the greate 
ower of theyz maker. Agayne vohd 3 
* deuided the woavoes of the red ſe: 
vohan he reſtrayned the ſtreame of 
Joꝛdane, and made the ryuer paſſa⸗- 
ble fo: a fte man:when / vhyle Jo- 4 
ſue foughte, he made the ſonne and 
the moone to ſtinte theyꝛ courſc:whãẽ 
with touchyng he healed lepeꝛs: ⁊ 
with a woꝛde rey ſed deed menne to 
lyſe, he ſhewed hym ſelfe to be loꝛd 
of nature. And ſeynge that he with 
egall wyſedome conſeruetʒ and gos 1, ts 
yernith thoſe thinges- the vohich by 1 
dome that can nat be e 5 
c 


A 
werten, * « 
he hath made: he ſheweth hym ſelſe 
8 cdo be no leſſe wiſe than he is almigh- 
ty. And al be it that his goodnes ſhi- 
nitd euery where, as in the woderful 
>  creatidof angels /⁊ this woꝛld, was 
a poynt of high goodnes, foꝛ vwhan 
Netto 10 felicitie, that he hath of 
> himſelf,lacketh nothyng that might 
3 de added, yet he made mankynde 
p;fiꝛopꝛely to the intent / that therin he 
„ „ myghte ſpecially expꝛeſſe the great- 
nes of his goodnes and mercy : foꝛ in 
that behalfe, god wolde nat all onely 
| we hym moꝛe louynge to vs / but 
alſo moꝛe meruaylous. They do mer 
uayle ſometyme at a kynges power 
and myghte/ the whiche exther hate 
oꝛ enuy hym. But gentylnes and ly- 
beralite is beloued euen of them that 
haue no nede: For they conſideryng 
the caſualtie and chance of makynd, 
thinke there is no manne, but that he 
may happe to haue nede, But there 
do ho man, hath den, noꝛ all nw 
h | that 
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god. For as wytneſſeth the olde te- 


ſtament- the — be not clere in =: 
and in his angelles * 8 
found wickednes. And Paule riet a noma, 


ſyghte of 


to the Romaynes. There is none ex- 
cepte/ all haucſynned-and nede the 
gloꝛie of god / that euery mouth may 
be ſtopped, < all rhe woꝛlde be made 
ſubiecte to god. 
Nowe let vs here ho voe wel wit 
him agreeth the miſtical ſiger / which © 
with a luſty ſpirite exhoꝛtetꝶ al good 
folkes / that they ſhulde with a fol Iris 
tuall harpe with a ſautry of. x. 4505. 
ges, with a newe ſonge, and with 
great ſhouttynge/ celebrate the gloꝛy 
of Sod, ſayinge : Our loꝛde loueth 
mercy andiudgement,all the erthe is 
full of our lozdes mercy . Ones only 
is made mencion of iudgement , but 
mercy is tvoyſe regerſed/ with this 
commendation, that therof the crthe 
loſull, And Joere ſaye-this moche 
C moꝛe, 
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©, more, ſtayenge me by rhe quctoritis 
e of Job andthe apodie: That neron- 


c cye-butalſoheuen and helle ? What 
ſaythe the. xxv.pſalme: O loꝛde thy 
merey is in heuen, and thy trouth re- 

chetꝶ to the cloudes. They in Helle 
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the erthe is full of our loꝛdes mer- 


perceiued the mercy of our loꝛd/vohã 
he bꝛake the gates of darkenes , and 
-” broughte oute the priſoners into the 


hcuenly-kyngedome. 
- Jf one wolde conſidꝛe the warkes 
of god;whiche after the miſticall diſs 
cuſſynge of Ldoyſcs, he made perfet 
in the fyrſte. vi. days, he ſhulde great 
ly maruayle at his power and incffge 
ble voyſedome, yea and crye oute in 
the voyce of all the churche . <c. The 
hcuens and crth be full of thy gloꝛy. 
"No: he ne coude abſteine hym ſelſe, 
but bꝛaſte oute in the hymne of the 
thꝛe childꝛen:Bleſſe ye al the warkes 
of our loꝛde, pꝛeyſe and lea pe vp foz 
toy in hym euermoꝛe. Mhat ſo e 


ver 
is 


5 : 2 
hy ” * 
| . a 2 
* | * 0 "ad * x4 * 
* 
* ? 
« 


domini Concio. 188 
is created in the hcuẽs/ what ſo euer 
aboue the heuẽs, vohat ſo euer ĩerth, E 
what ſo euer vnder the crth / what 
ſo euer in te voater, what ſo cuer in 
the 3yrerdothe ſhevve openly witz 
voice continual the gloꝛy ot our loꝛd. 
But what ſayth the ſpalme. 144. 
Our loꝛde is piteous and mcrafuil; 
he is pacient and moche mercyfull. 
Our loꝛde is ſwete vnto all / and his 
mercyful pities do paſſe all his war⸗ 
kes. Than ſome thynge there is; that 
is moꝛe meruayllous than to haue 
made the heuens , with fo manye 
bꝛyght ſterres / than to haue created 

the erthe with ſoo many kyndes of © + } 
beaſtes, of trees / and variablenes of «© 
all thynges / than to haue created ſo ©. } 
many companyes of angelicall min- 
des. Who durſt be ſo bold to affirme ##- — 
this, except that the pꝛoppet ſhe wed 7 
33 that the mcrcycs of oure 
oꝛde dyd paſſe the gloꝛye of all his 
other warkes ? And yet he ſhall no- 

21 C3 ing 
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292 De miſericordis 
thynge doubte it to be true, who fo 
eee.uer with a religious curioſitie, wyll 
ddpoeelle conſyder / howe moche moꝛe 
meruaylouſſy he redemed man than 
he created him. Js it nat moꝛe won⸗- 
derſulle, god to be made man, than 
the angels to be created of god? Js 
Hom mote merugyle, that god being 
appcdin 9 babes clothes , ſhulde 
wayle and crye , in the cratche or 
rlacke / than to reigne in the heuens , 
Luc. a that he made ? Here the angels / as a 
th ynge of greatteſt vonder, do ſinge 

gloꝛy to god in the mooſte highe ne- 
uenly manſions. They ſee the moſte 
3 lowly humilitie and kno we the moſt 
excellent hyghnes. All the counſayle 
of redemynge mankynde x Lhuſtis 
Iyfe,Chuſhs teachynge, Lhiſtis mi- 
* racles, affliction, crucifyenge, reſur- 
2 rection / apperynge / aſcention, the 
* ſendynge of the holye ghooſte, the 
2 woꝛlde innouate by a few ſely pooꝛe 
1 More men: This counſayle I ſay, is 
| I 
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clere by ſaythe / he herde the holle 


it nat on euery ſyde full of miracles, 1 
yea that the very angels can nat ſer- £**>* 
che oute?Yoycked ſpirites ſe and vn 
derftandethe reaſon. of the worldis 
creation / but the counſaylle of the © 
woꝛldes reſtoꝛyng was hydde from 
them: and in this poynt craft diſcei⸗ 
uedcrafte, the crafte of mercy begy- 
led the crafte of malice. The creation 


of the wo 


Ad was the warke of pui⸗ 
ſance, but the world ſo reſtored was 4 
the voarke of mercye. The endes of ß 
the croſſe ſaythe Abacuc, in his han- Aba 
des / there is his ſtrength hyd. What 
is mote vile than the croſſe? What is 
moꝛe weaker than the crucified ? vet 
vnder that weakenes, excedynge po- 

wer of diuine mercy lay hydde, that 
brake, ouercame, and clene diſtroyed 
all the tyzranny of the dyuelle. The 
ſame pzophete vohan he had eares 
erudite/ vohan he hadde, eyes verye 


e on cuery parte 


frame of the woꝛld | 1 
C3 ſhewe e 


4 . "i aa 5 . N My 
— Fee myght of god, and 
a Se bers afrayde: g's ered bis 
warkes and was amaſed . And yet 
$ 3 'Z gsthoughe in all rhcſe thynges the 
AS, great myghtol god had not ben ſhe- 
+= "wedbut 7 klenderlye / he added to 
thoſe n ſhulde ouerco me 
all theſe voarkes: In the myddes of 
two beaſtes thou ſhalte be knowen. 
In the meare oꝛ in the boundynge 
of the olde and newe teſtamente, he 
beinge made man / dyd open pleynly 
that moſte baſſhefull myracle of his 
mercy. Vndoubted it is that the pꝛo 
phete ſoone aſter ſay t: Yohan wo 
woldeſt be angry, thou ſhalt remems 
bꝛe thy mercy. 

Of thcm that do thynges wonder- 
full, we be wonte to ſaye: Jntheym 
he ouercame al other / in this he ouer 
came hym ſelfe . Of god ſome thyng 
Iyke may well be ſayde : God is in- 
i comparable in all his dedes / and can 
F 2 Dat be ed, but in mercy 3 he co 
Br rear] cedeth 
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mercy, whiche ſcripture ſome tyme 
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che / and ſometyme augmentetꝶ tie 
plentifull abundance therof by nom- 
bꝛe of multitude. | | 
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KRynge Dauid the pꝛophet in the 
ſame place, comprehcndethe hollye 


T It. 


_ 
= 
+ 
- EY 9 
» 


* | n 
— 266 *; 2 
£4 _ C X* : * * 
wt. I * ” 

+ 5 2 — Fg > a % *. — 
Y ba pl 2 : * FLEX s 1 
ER as 2; 

» 3 . 

* 


both the largeneſſe and multitude of 


goddis mercy, ſayenge. o god haue 


mercy on me after thy great mercye, 
and after the multitude of thy mers 
cyes doo awaye my vyckednes . 

Mere as is greate miſery, there is 
nede of great mercye . Jf ye conſyder 
go woe hoꝛryble and greuous the ſyn 
of Dauid was, than ye knowe the 
greattenes of mercye: Jfye caſte in 
your mynde in howe manye maner 
wiſe he offendedin one treſpas, than 
maye ye ſee the multitude of goddis 


mereyes. An excedynge great offence 


commytted alone, a faute 
C 4 dꝛa⸗ 


is neuer 
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— 9 ende "Go 
dene ec ke vothe 1 is 
an other in a cheyne . Fyrſte he ioy 
* * ned to gether two moſte deedl * ſyn⸗ 
3D) 1 nes man laughter and aduoutrye , 
FEES eche of them woas more greuous in a 
kynge: whole office is to punyſhe 0s 
tber that ſo offende . Foz the m more 


that ꝑꝛincis do gmys ynpuny 
6 en, the mo2e they ene 
He bare a ſwoide to 

manilaughter,and he hym el lier — 
mytted manſlaughter. By hym voo- 
men taken in aduoutrye / were dely⸗ 
uered to be ſtoned-to dethe , and he 
hym ſelfe dyd compelle to do aduou- 
try. And he augmented alſo the ſame 
aduoutry verye greatly, in that that 
he had flockes of wyues and concu- 
bynes at home , and yet nat foz any 
nede, but ſoꝛ wantonnes he coueted 
an other mans voyfe / wherby he ſe⸗ 

| — to delyte rather in rape/th 
ſymple foꝛnication. For he endet 


55 no nat 0 woche that nedeconftreyneth 
to 


24 


donn Concio. 
to ſteale ſommevohat — 482 

man / ae he doth that hatt his houſe 
plentifully ſtuffed, and yet taketh the 
go voſſe from hym, that hath no moo 
but one to his backe. This cruell of- 
fence Nathan the ptophet dyd laye 
to his charge / ynder the parabol of 


the ryche thefe, and the pooꝛe man 


robbed. Nowe there is no kynde of 
manſlaughter moꝛe cruell / than that 
that is committed nat by chãce med- 
ley / oꝛ ſodeyn mouyng of the mynde / 
but by a dꝛyſte befoze dꝛyuen aways 
tynge fo2 a conuenyente tyrne . 
Vrias hadde none yuel deſerued, the 
kynge kne woe hym right truſty, and 
he abuſed the ſame truſtynes of the 


man to his diſtruction. Drias wolde 


in no woyſe entre within his ovone 
houſe to lye with his wyfe, by cauſe 
the arke of god was lyeng in the ten» 
tes, and Joab the capytayne of the 


warre, with the people, ſlept yppon 
all that greatte 


the grounde : and 


No, 
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- turne the kynges myndefrom the y- 
uell dede. On the moꝛowoe alter, the 
kynge had hym to ſupper; and made 
hym dꝛonke, ſekynge therby (as one 
may coniccte) occaſyon to diſtroye 
hym, if he thꝛough dꝛonkennes ſhuld 
happe to ſpeke oughte vndiſcretely. 
And yet Prias beinge dꝛonke wolde 
in no wiſe entre into his hous to take 
his pleaſure voith his voyfe. Zhan 
an other gyle voas deuiſed / voherby 
the ſtronge ⁊ truſty warriour ſhulde 
- periſſhe. A letter of murther to gym 
ſuſpectynge no ſuche thynge / was 
delyuered: for the kynge knewe his 
faythfulncs ſo perfecte, that he had 
B no doutethat he wolde open ⁊ rede 
; it. In the offence of manſlaughter he 
made Joab the capitayne partener, 
lyke as he had done Berſabee.of the 
gduoutrye. And Prias periſhed nat 
alone, but to couer the gyle-withy 
many vocare bzought in to the ſame 
. . 2 dan⸗ 
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ger : a greate nombre of people 
was (et in the open ſhorof theyꝛ en- 
mies, to thed that one innocet might 
be'kylde, to gyue place to the kynges 
foule bodily pleaſure.Therforc how 
many ſynnes vocre included in this 
one offence? If it had ben one onelye 
ſyn,and that excedynge gret/it neded 
greatte mercye. But nowe Dauyd 
ſeinge his ſynne ſo manyfolde and ſo 
dyuerſe / he calleth on the multitude 
of mercyes. But howe largelye the 


4455 of Sod is opened / the. 35. 


alme declareth / ſayenge: O good 
de thou ſhalte ſaue men and bea- 
ſtys, lyke as thou haſte multiplyed 
thy mercy . God ſaueth nat onelye 
men, but alſo he voucheſafcthe foꝛ 
mennes behofe to ſaue beſts. Againe 
in an other place, hove reioyleth the 

irite of the pzophet,whan he ſaith: 
2 ſynge the mercyes of our loꝛd 


uens the mercye of god is woꝛ * 
20 pe 
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. ped and honored, lyke as ſayth an o- 
"Pal.nz, ther pſalme: Rnowolege your ſelf to 
8 god, bycauſe he is good bycauſe his 
mercey is in all woꝛldes. The prcys 
ſynge ol the mercye of god ſemed to 
hhhaaue an ende, aſter that the ende of 
dall wꝛetchednes came: excepte that 
= the ſame ſelicitie, that good folkes 
haue in Deuen , were the gyſte of 
Mercye / and the punyſſhement of 
the wyeked ſynners were tempered 
. with the great mercye of god . But 
what ſhall we ſay, when al the ly 
with a thouſande ſynnes / al the 
kynge ſec of vicis is coꝛrupted: 
rily we muſte trye out with Aſaph: 
O loꝛde remembꝛe nat our olde inie 
quiries, but lette thy mercyes pꝛeuẽt 
vs quickelye / foꝛ we be made ouer 
pooꝛe. Ageyne in an nother place: 
Many be thy mercyes loꝛd aſter thy 
13 pleaſaunte ſpeche quycken me. A- 
Pal. gs. geyne in an other place Pauyd as 
+ thoughehe complayned with Sod, 
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4-2 dominiConds. 23: 
" eryethout: where be thy olde mer- 
cyes good loꝛde : Agayne in the $a 
ſpalme. 106 . Let the mercies of our of Ws 
lo:de be confeſſed to hym, and his 
maruaylles,of the ſons of men: vhi 
che verſe as enterlined is ofte repeted 
inthe ſame ſpalme . Jn the ſpalme 
alſo that goeth nexte before he ſaith: if 
And he gaue them ynto his mercies / _ 
in the ſyghte of alle thoſe that toke 99 
them . De ſayde mercies, bycauſe he 
had reherſed manyc voycked dedes, | 
with vhiche he pꝛouoked the angnre 
gs And Dauid beinge on al par 3 
eſſed with yuels ſayth: It. 2 Re, ⁵ 

is that ] fall in the handes of 
dur loꝛde (fo: manifolde are his mer 
cies) th an in to the handes of men. 
As in one offence ofter 


ny (yt 

manye mercies are conteyned . Ones 

brodined mankynde / but herein 

howe manyfolde is the mercy? Vol - 

che Eſgigs bcholdynge with 1 
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erſone of g 8 oure 
ſauioure Jeſus d j wylle make 
with you a couenaunt euerlaſtynge; 
the faythefulle mercyes of Dauy d. 
In alyke figure god beynge appea- 
ſed ſpeaketꝶ in the pꝛophette Pic» 
remic : And J wylle gyue you mers 
cyes , and wolle haue pitye vppon 
you. Foꝛ many greuous ſynnes/ ma- 
ny mercyes are pꝛomyſcd. Lykewiſe 
after many afflictions god ghauynge 
pitie of his people , ſpeaketh thus in 
the pꝛophette Zacarie: J wylle 
tourne to Jcruſalem in merties, a 
my houſe ſhal be buylded. But why 
rehcrſe we thoſe thynges , oute of 
bokcs of the olde teltament- in whi⸗ 
che ſo often tymes the name of mers 
cies is encountred ? And yet ſomme 
herety kes beleue, that the ſame 
lawe pꝛocedeth of god / beige iuſte 
and nat good: vohanne hit ſownetly 
notgynge elles but the mercyes of 
1 our 


, 


* 


eurelozde.. Waerby: it is teleete „ 
merueyled at yf Paule thapoſtlein  _©Þ 
the. u. piſtleto the Theſſal.accoꝛding Wt 
to the woꝛdes of the pꝛophete wꝛi⸗ We: ||! 
teth in this wyſe: Bleſſed; be god, © © 
and father of our loꝛde Jeſu Chꝛiſte/ & « ö 3 4 
father of mercyes / and loꝛde of all + þ# 
conſolation, whiche comfoꝛteth vs 
in all tribulation .. The appoſtle lays © 2h 
eth ſ(ommewohat more to Mercye/ 
ſoꝛ it is a poynt of Mercye to par Y 
done oſſence done: here (whyche is 61 ol 
moche more) God of a reuenger is 1 
ade à comforter . Theſe thynges N 
$: haue recited of the holy ſcripture 
to thentent that we / by that fyugure 


of ſpekynge / myghtynderſtande the 
ſignified excedynge d ynſ Scokable 
mercy of god towardeuery-body,z 
in all yucls. The ſame is ſhevoed by 
an other figure, weiche is eyther As . 
wadipfoſis, that in latyne one may call | 

Conduplicatio/ 02 elles nereſte to Anas 


phe, Foꝛ as the e tha Si 
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E the excedyng reatmes 
> ofhis merci. On this wiſe it is redde 
in the pſalme. 14 4. Our loꝛde is pi- 
tifull and mercifull / and as though 
that were but a (mal thyng, he ſaith 
further: Pacient and moche mercys 
ll. Ageyne in an other pſalme: Our 
pitifull and mercifull loꝛd hath made 
remembꝛaunce of his meruayles. 
Lykewoyſe in Johel, Rente your ha 
3 tes and nat your clothes :ſoꝛ our loi 
Has god is pitifull and mercyfull / and ſo- 
ko voyng foꝛ malyces. And in the pꝛo 
23» — Jeremie: Therſoꝛe my bowels 
"Wor. HED 9 


ue bene troubled yppon hym, J 
pityenge ſhall have mercy on them / 
ſayth our loꝛde. hat is pitienge to 
| erde e haue mercy out of 

=. meaſure? To this poynt this apper- _ 
teyneth / gat ſytk it is n 


* 
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A. 4 


ſo tuer is 

metꝶ to gh 
ouer moche and 
vohiche amonge men ſovoneth vnto 
vice. J wolde your goodneſſe ſhulde 
ſo take this ſayenge, as beinge per⸗ 
ſvwaded that nothynge in god ſovo L 
neth to anye vyce / ye ſhulde vnder 0 

ſtande / that vnder that fygure oſſpe 
_ kyng, the holy ſcripture ſubmytting 

it ſelfe to mans perceyuynge-doothe © 7 
| ſygnyfyetk a marmeilous and an in? 
credyble cxceſſe of diuyne mercye. IR. 
Vohiche thynge that J maye moe 
playnelyecſpeake , and ye moꝛe per- 
fectly perceyue, conſider this in your u. 

Ita kynge ſhulde ſtablyſſe rig; 


rous la wes on a mankyller, and afo > 
ter one had commytted manſlaugg - 


ter ones, he wolde pardon him mag 
happe it ſhuld be aſcryued to his cle 
| But rdoned hymm, 
that done tat myſcheuous 


82 
* 


dede.x.tymes oꝛ moꝛe, wold nat eue- 
body crie out and ſay: T he kinges 
ye is ouermoche / that ouer- 
th:oweth the ſtrẽgth of the la wes / 
prouoketh the lewode per ſones to do 
wyckedly fo: lacke of puniſſhement. 
Alo a ſather that ones oꝛ twiſe foꝛ- 
gyueth his ſonne fo2 ſpending his mo 
ney leudly away, may hap ſhalbe cal 

led a gentyll⁊ a mylde father. If the 
ſame father ſhulde often tymes gyue 
his ſonne money, ſo levodly waſting 
it, wyll nat euery body ſay: Ve is to 
gentyll, and by his hyndnes he mar- 
1 reth his ſon? And moch moꝛe ſouth 
Þ ly itmyght be ſaid, if he did ſo to his 
buit . Moꝛeouer if an huſbãd wold 
take it ĩ woꝛth/if his voife were ones 
takẽ in auoutry, vndouted euery bo- 
dy wold meruaile to find ſo meke an 
huſband. But ⁊ the womã ſhuld gf- 
ter bꝛeke her woedlock /t be take in a- 
uoutry agein, nowe with one ⁊ now 
with an other / if he than toke org 

| | | im 
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domini Concio. 28 
him ageyne / wolde nat all the peop 


ſey he were a verye foole/oꝛ his 
wiues baude? But god that is oure 
kingezthat is our father / that is our [2 
loꝛde / that is our ſpouſe, dotꝶ except 
no kynd of ſynne / he pꝛeſcribet; no 


* 


nombre of ſynnynge: as oft as we a- 
mende / he releſeth our pein: voice 
his euerlaſtyng law th:etneth, he re. 
ceyueth vs in to his Houſehold,hele- -. 
deth vs into thechibze of his chari- 
tie, ⁊ he nat only receyuerhvs,but al 
ſo foꝛgiuetꝶ al our offeces.The ſhepe 
that was loſt, he carieth home on his 
ſhulders to the cote ageine, e ſtereth 
the congregation of holy folke to re- 
toyccto gether , De meteth the riot- 
tous childereturning home from far 
countrey, he offreth him a fair gown 
& à ring, he comandith to kyll a good 
ly calfe . What thynge elles ſignſieth 
all this, but vnmodcrate / (if J may 
ſo ſay) ouermoche mercy of Hod?, 
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© 4 1 I* - 
ut nowe it ſemeth leſſe meruaille 48 
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ione mannc foꝛgyue an other offen- 
da uynge hym, which alſo other while 
dot make oſſence hym ſelſe likewiſe 
oꝛ maye offend : if a kynge pardone 
bm / that ſomctyme dyd him good 
pꝛoſitable ſeruice: oꝛ if the father ſoꝛ⸗ 
gyue his ſonne, whoſe conuerſacion 
he feleth doth eaſe his olde age: if a 
maſter foꝛgiue his ſcruant/by whoſe 
labour he partly lyucth : if the huſ- 
| bande fozgyue his voyfe taken in a⸗ 
nuoutrie, with whome other whyle 
he leadeth his lyfe plcſantly. 
AQmonge men he that ſometyme 
©: parvoneth,v2cdcthe him that he for - 
7 _ gyuecth / and other whyle he can nat 
d uenge hym ſelſe thoughe he wolde. 
But god tꝑat hath nede of no man, 
that maye with a becke diſtroy vs if 
he woll, beinge ſo often ty mes of vs 
diſpiſed, ſoꝛſakeſʒ and denied: he ſuſ⸗ 
bs freth calleth, rcceyucth ,and-enbage 
y ceth vs. 19 5+ 6 
3 As no loue is moꝛe aria + 
"EW ſtraytc 


* | 


duoomini Conde: 7 
ſtrayter conioynynge "nk betwene Kees 
man and voyſe: ſo lyke wyle no an⸗ A 
git is harder to appeſe, — 
that riſeth by brekyng of woedlocke. 
And yet gere what our mylde loꝛde 
ſayth by rhe prophet Eſaias to his E 
ſpouſe an auoutrice, deſy led witꝶ ſo 
many auoutries: It is commonlye 
ſayde. If a manne foꝛſake his wyſe, 
and ſhe beinge departd from hym, 
weddeth an other man, ſhall he res 
tourne to her any mote? Shall nate 
the woman be defyled ? Truly thou -. © 
committeſt fornication woith m— ' 
- louers, and yet returne to me (ſayth 
our loꝛde) and I wyll receyue the. 
A maried man voyl nat take his wife 
agayne /the vohiche parauenture he 
foꝛſoke for a ſmalle faute oi cauſe; if 
ſhe aftcrthe dcuorce hadde be wede 
ded to an other man. Foz wedloc⸗ v 
kes loue can nat ſuffice the companye 
of an other man. But yet god dothe 


een his ſpouſe, ſoꝛ whome 
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Fhe ſuſtered dethe/wohich for him ſelfe 
he purifyed with his bloud, the vohi 
> Ccheſooftewylfully runneth a waye / 
and abandoneth her ſel fe to ſo ma- 
ny vncleane wightis : if ſhe wyll re- 
And it is no meruayle / if he haue o- 
uAermoche mercy, that hath ouermo- 
che charitie to voarde vs. Paule baſ- 
ſheth nat to voꝛyte thus to the Ephe- 
ſtens:: Me were by nature the chyl- 
dre of angre, like as the other were / 
but god that is rych in mercy/foꝛ his 
ouermoche charitie / that he loued vs 
vrith / and vohanne we were deed in 
ſynnes, he quickened vs all to gether 
in Chꝛiſt. 

ohn in his goſpell exp:efſeth moꝛe 

aynely the ouermoche charitie of 
the father towarde vs. God, ſaythe 
he, loued ſo the world, that he woold 
gyue his onely begotten ſonne, that 
who ſo euer bcleueth in hym, ſhall 
nat peryſſhe / but haue W 
al Jie, 
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domini Concio, '28 


lyfe, with whom Paule agreeth tu- - 
nes: 


nably / voꝛitinge to the 
Whiche alſo ſpared nat his ovone 
ſonne, but delyuered gym fo2 vs all: 
howe / gaue he nat vs all thynges 
with hym 2 If this ſo great charitie/ 
if tis ſo great mercy-/ſhulde be come 
pared to all humanyne charitie and 
mercy, and to our merites: wold it 
nat well ſeme vnmoderate? But tru- 
ly it ſhalFapperc moche more veritg- 
ble, if woe conſider, what he is, that 
ſoloueth ys-and ſo ſheweth his mer 
cy on vs: and vohat we be / that god 
youchſafeth ſo gret honor. Let euery 
man entre into the cloſet of his con- 
ſcience / and conſyder ho we ofte- al- 
ter the name of baptiſme gyuen , 
after Satanas forſaken with his 
pompes, he hathe forſaken the ſa- 
cramente , and yelde hym to the en- 
nemye of his ſpowoſe: howe ofte gf- 
ter abſolution of his ſyns receiued of 


the pꝛiſte Re lideth into more greuo? 


offen 


— Dt 


DWDe miſſericordis BY 
- -_ offences: ye ho oft the ſame day he 
ſiulleth into the ſame / that he abho2- 
5 red ? Lette no body mooſte dere bꝛe- 
therne diſſemble with hym ſelf, who 
ſo euer ſtegleth 02 committeth auou - 
try, who ſo euer enuicth oꝛ ſclãdreth 
his brother , who ſoo euer couetetg 
woꝛldly honours :leueth his ſpouſe 
Chꝛiſte, he tourneth away from his 
father, he foꝛſaketh his kynge; and 
fleet away farre from his lo:de , 
I But parauenture we ſhall haue a 1ys 
tell aſter a moꝛe conuenient place to 
ſpeke of thele thynges. Au; 
Nowe to thende ye may more fully 
vnderſtãde, how largely the vnmeſu 
rable mcrcy of god ſpꝛedeth/ye muſt 
vnderſtã d that in holy voꝛitte the cle 
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yng of mercy ſignifieth ſonitime li⸗ 
alite, ſomtyme grace pꝛe | 7 
ſometyme auauncynge / othcrvo 
FP comleztyng/0geywe other vhere hes - 
„ © 5 lynge-but verye often-fozg) 

g oꝛ elles alſo punyſſnyng 
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nge, 
02 ſurely 
after 
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domim Concio-! 29 

after my mynde / that that our loꝛde 
ſpeketh in Luke. E e mercyful like as 
your father is mercyſull, pertayneth 


ecte liber alitie, if one do good to his 
ennemies. Mattheus ſaythe it moꝛe 
Bee in a lyke ſayeng of our loꝛd: 

ye (ſaythhe) perſect, lyke as your 
father celeſtiall is 


perfecte , that mas 


keth his ſonne to ſhyne vpon good ⁊ 
bad, and cauſethe his rayne to rayne 


vpon iuſte and vniuſte. But bycauſe 
we haue nothynge: that we ne haue 
receyued freely of god , what euer 
we maye do 02 be / vohat ſo euer woe 
poſſeſſe / it is the mercye of god. yea 
that he created the angelo / and this 
woꝛlde, is the mercy of god. If he 
had crrated it ſoꝛ ym ſelfe; the po- 
wer oꝛ the voyſedonie myghte voelle 
be pꝛeyſed. Nowe / ſeynge he hathe 
- w2o0ught all theſe thynges for vs, do 
woe not ſee the excedynge great mer- 
ty of god For whom mouen the ces 
_ D 5 leſtial 


ally to liberalite. Foꝛ that is per- 
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Gen. 1. 


leſtiall bodyes 
ſhineth the ſonne by day, The moone 


9 -_y 
nT 


aboue ? For whome 


and the ſterres by nyghte, but ſoꝛ 
mant Foꝛ whoſe pꝛofit were al theſe 
thynges w2ought / van they were 
nothynge? Fo: whoſe ſake make the 
hangyng cloudes ſhadowoe, ⁊ moiſte 
the feldes ? For whom bloweth the 


: * wynder Foꝛ whome runne the ry- 


uers the welles ſpꝛing, the ſeeebbe ⁊ 
flo we, the pondis ſtande ſtylle ? Fox 
whom engend:eth the plentifull erth 
ſo many beaſtis, and bzyngeth forthe 
ſo mocheryches, but foz man ? For 
he ſubdued euery thynge vnto man / 
he wold man ſhulde only be ſubiecte 
to him:like as witnefſech Paule voꝛi 
eing to the Coꝛinthies. All thinges be 
youro, but ye be of Chꝛiſt/and Chꝛiſt 
is of god. And it that Moiſes ſhe- 
weth in Seneſis the. viii. pſalme re- 
peteth,marueylynge at the goodnes 
of god / that of his mercye hath gy- 
uen to man ſo many a - 
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domini Concio. 30 ENS. "8 
is man (ſayth he) that thou remem- Pfl.. 
bꝛeſt hym, oꝛ the ſonne of man, tat 4 
thou viſeteſt hym? Thou haſte made 14 
gym littel leſſe than angels / thou haſt 
crovoned gym with gloꝛye and go + | 
nour, and haſt ſette hym aboue the * 
warkes of thy handes. Thou haſte | 
ſubde weed all vnder his fect, ſhepe - 
and oxen euerichone / yea and moze + 
ouer, beaſtes of the feelde, byꝛdes 
of the ayre, and fyſhes of the ſee . J 
wyll ſaye yet that is hygher : We 
be bounde to the 1.1ercye of god for 
the heuenlye aungels. Belcue nat . 
my woꝛde, withoute Paule teache "og 
hit playnlye, wꝛytynge to the Des Heba. 
bꝛewes, and ſpeakynge of aungels. 5 Fe of 
Be nat (ſayth he) ail ſpirites ſeruan- , 
tes / in ſe ruice ſent for they: ſake/that oa 
receyue the inheritance of /ſaluation? 
And both inthe olde and in the newe 
teſtamente we often rede, that by mi 
niſtracion of angels the hungry were 
refreſhed,pþſoners deliuered, coũtres 
Meg! ouer 
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, ©... - ouerronmne-/gndthe good folke com 
8 ſoꝛted with ioy ſull * Moe 
1 ouer our loꝛde him ſelfe in the goſpel 
M. 18. ſayth: Theyꝛ angels beholde alvoay 
5 the face of the father, that is in hee 
uen. What is mote marueylus than 
this woꝛthynes, angels to be gyuen 
to ſely men as gouernours to chyl- 
dren ? Therſoꝛe vohat fo euer thou 
haſt man / truly thou haſte all thyn- 
ges while thou remayneſt in Chriſt: 
5 thou ſhuldeftreken to haue hit all of 
his mercy . Othervoyſe Paule voyll 
ſtampe and crye out vpon the: vohat 
haſt man / that thou haſte nat recey- 
. ved? And if thou haſte receyued hit- 

voy magmſieſt thy felfe / as though 
thou haddeſt not receiued it? Farther 
vhat yuel ſo euer thou ſceſt in other / 
akno volege the mercy of god pꝛeuen· 
tynge the: voherof Dauyd nat in one 
place ſayth : And his mercy ſhall pꝛe⸗ 


vent me. 
"Thou arte no baſterde bone / noꝛ 
1 lame 
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domini Concio. 5 
lame / noꝛ blynde boꝛne, thou art nat 
pooꝛe, noꝛ dulwoytted, lyke as many 
be boꝛne / gyue thankes tothe mercy 
of god / that hathe pꝛeſerued the. 
What ſo euer hurtis happen to an o- 
ther man / myhght haue chãced vnto 
the , ne were that the mercy of god 
had defended the. Agayne / thou art 
none aduoutrer / no falſe foꝛſwerer, 
no mankyller, no church robber, like 
as (alas) ouer many be / aknowolege 
the mercy of god / fot ſuche one thou 
ſhuldeſt haue bene, if the mercye of 
god had not pꝛeſerued the. | 3 

A man on a tyme, that coude good S tt 
ſkille in phiſnomy / tudged Socrates Seele T8 
to his diſciples, to be a man deſirous "1.8 
of ryot, and ouermoche gyuen to le- 
chery: they knowynge theyt may- 
ſters incredible temperaunce / partly 
laughed him to ſcoꝛne / and partly diſ 
dained him. Socrates blamed them 


⁊ pꝛayſid him, ſayinge : He hathe de⸗ 
med-of ane-yerye truely, ſoꝛ all oo 


* * a 
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6 De miſericordie by 
had J benne, if philoſophie had nat 
Wt raughte me ce. But moche 
2 more ſouthely the ryghte holye man 
2 Francis aſcryuethe vnto godis mer / 
cye;that Socrates yeldethe to_phi- 
loſophie. Foꝛ on a tyme whan his 
be felowe (by hym commaunded ſo to 
* do) had reuiled hym with vohat ſo 
© 8 euer woꝛdes a miſcheuous caytiue 
is wonte to be rebuked, callyng hym 
churche robber, mankyller, backebi- 
ter, poller, and poyſoner: he toke it 
3 moſte paciently / and bewayled hym 
E ſelfe / that he was ſuche one. And an 
* other tyme whan his felowe aſked 
;pym, whydoyeccompel me to make 
* ſo many lyes vpon you an innocent, 
foꝛ none of all theſe thynges are in 
you / he anſwered : Thou doſte nat 
lIye, foꝛ allthis had I benne, yea and 
moche woꝛſe, ne had ben the mercye 
of god that kept me his ſeruant from 
thoſe ſynnes. And the-mercye of god 
doth nat onely pꝛeſerue and provoke 
; Vs 
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* 5 
veto Gab nrhab alſo helpe vs en- 
terpꝛy ſynge, 9ccompeamerytg ys go- 
— forth / and in concluſion gyueth 
vs myghte to perfourme tat that 
mannes ſtrengthes coude nat doo. 
Me ſemeth the apoſtele Paule ſyg⸗ 
nifieth ſuche a maner of mercy in ma 
ny placeo, but ſpccially in grietinges / 
beſechynge grace and peace. In the 
piſtils to Timotheus alſo he addeth 
mercye. And certes without pꝛeiu- 
dice of a better ſentence, if any haue 
it to ſhevoe, J thynke grace pertey- 
neth to the callynge of vs / for we be 
.called by fayth, that is belcue . And 
this faythe is the free gyſte of god: 
and therfoꝛe they to whome it hap- 
pethe / are ſoꝛ hit bonde to the mers 
cye of Hod . g 2 
Mercy perteyneth to dyuers gyſtes/ 
diſtrybuted to euery manne after the 
meſure of his fayth. Peace longethe 
to the innocencye of al the lyfe, with 
In SUES #3%7 7 Nl out 
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dut whiche,frendſhyp wi 3 can 
nat be had; no: true concoꝛde with 
our bꝛetherne. 
Percly as ofte as we be delyuered 
from yuels / that we be greued with / 
we ſhulde nat repute it to the ſterres, 
to Fortune, not to our pꝛudence, but 
we ought to aſcryue it all tothe mer 
Wey of god. No 8 in the 
3 bondes of ſynne, can be delyuered/ cx 
> - Ceptche be holpe by the mercye of 
a god. This teacheth the pſalme.129. 
Foꝛ our loꝛde hath great mercy,and 
in hym is plentifull redemption, and 
he wyll redeme Iſrael from al iniqui 
ties therof. 
4 © Farther, that the mercy of god de- 
 {yuercthevs alſo from bodylye har- 
mes / Paule declareth, voritynge to 
= the Philippenſes: Epaphꝛoditus was 
icke, yea nere deed but god (ſaythe 
E he) dyd pitie him, and nat only hym, 
but alſo me / leſte i ſgulde haue had 
ſoꝛo we ypon ſoꝛowe. Noꝛ there is 
' no 


# 


* * 5 N 4 + * PT . . 2 L JI | , i 
* ab 
9 5 1 1 4 . 1 9 a 9 - 


no difference b 


mercy helping- 


and mercy comfoꝛtyng, ſaue that we . 


be holpes whan theyuels benne ta- 
ken away that greued ys: but mercy 
comfoꝛtynge is at hande , as ofte as 
in the myddcs of afflictions it tems 
pereth the grefe of aduerſitie „Pitt 
mynglynge of ioyfull-rhynges, cau- 
ſing fruite by temptation- as Paule 
ſayth / voherby we maye ſuſteyne it. 


And the ſame yuels ofte tymes are c. +4 | 
ſent of god, pitienge vs, voherby he D 
woll either purge vs from our yl de⸗ 1:4 
des commytted oꝛ elo to withdra vo 2 
vs / that we cõmyt no mo, 02 to mini; 


ſtre to vs matter to exerciſe vertu. In 
ſuch wiſe Abzaham was tempted/ſo 
Job was exerciſed in diuers troubles 
and ſo / who ſo euer lyued wel in Je- 
ſu Chꝑꝛiſte / were in this wooꝛlde pꝛo- 
ued by dyuers aſſlictions, as golde is 
pꝛoued by the fyꝛe. =; 
Where be they that mourmure a- 


E bodily 


Sheng 


yenſt god / as oft as to them happeth | 
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bodily ene N of their hl 
ren 02 voyfe, 02 as oſte as they haue 
loſſe of houſcholde ſtouffe, 02 as oſte 
as the fruites of they: felde fayle nat 
vnderſtandynge theſe thynges to be 
— mooſte certeyne tokens, that god 
' what — nyſſheth vs — 
3. doo: Oy ſonne caſſe nat awaye the 

teachynge of our loꝛde, noꝛ leue him 

nat, vohanne he coꝛrecteth the: Fo: 

hym that our loꝛde loueth he coꝛrec- 
teth: and dcliteth in hym as a father 
in his chylde. Paule to the Debꝛues 
repcteth this ſentence , chaungynge 
ſomewhat the vooꝛdis. Foz wwhome 
our loꝛde loucthe , he chaſtyſethe: 
he ſcourgeth foꝛſothe cuerye chylde 
that hc raketh to ſaluation . Ther- 

foꝛe mooſte welbeloued bretherne / 

as ofte as the ſtoꝛme of aduerſite aſs 

ſaylcth you / conty nue in diſcipline / 
as Paule counſaylleth e, knowynge 
| a god oſſeret hym vnto you as 
vnto 


pite on vs? Lette vs rather here 


al 


* d * i Oo i0 | 


the father mercyfully coꝛrectyng his 
children in the pſalme . 88. Jfthey 
violate my iuſticis, and kepe nat my 
commandmentes : I wyl viſete their 
iniquities by the rodde , and their 
ſynnes by beatynges. But I wyl nat 
thꝛovoe my Mercy from hym , noꝛ 
L wyll nat hurt in my trouthe. And 

yke woyſe Paule thꝛetneth the chyl- 
dren that he loueth, ſayenge: Mhat 
woll ye? ſhall J come to you by the 
rodde of correction, 02in the ſpirite 
of hyndenes and mekenes ? But the 
ſame Paule ſayth: What nedeth me 
to iuge of them that be without? No 
yoyce is mote bitter and ſharpe vnto 
childerne / than to here they: father 
ſaye: Do what ye wylle / J care nat. 
Fo: thus ſaythe he, that myndeth 
to diſheryte . Surely this fatherly 


dyng. Therfoze gs ſufferance is cru / 
elle; ſoo correction is me 2 
E 2 e 


34 
vnto chylderne. Here the voyce ß 


hyndenes is ſharper than any chy⸗ 
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De 
man ſayth: He ſhal 
me in his mercy and ſhal rebuke me 3 


correct 


but the oyle of the ſynner , ſhall nat 
grece my heed. 
Paulus Emilius the Romayn capi- 
8 tayne, whiche beinge pꝛoſperous in 
4 all his dedes, demed that ſom great 
I yuell was hangynge ouer his hecd. 
Lee. And Polycrates the tyꝛanne of Sa- 
Amiens / ſoughte the meanes , hovoe 
N with the loſſe of a rynge moſte pꝛe- 
cious, he might redeme the enuie of 
2 Fortune that alway ſmyled on him. 
Hove moch moꝛe ought we to dꝛede, 
lyuynge wickedly, leſt the iuſt venge⸗ 
ance of god hang ouer vs / vohan the 
pꝛoſperitie of tempoꝛall goodes flat- 
ter vs longe tyme ? Fo: vohan god in 
E the pꝛophecies wyll cxpꝛeſſe ie vn⸗ 
f ceotame ſpealabſe an — —— to take 
Wing Wave hi Tome Heym, and 
aro i 8 e voylle nat re 
reſſe theyr ſynnes Bod kepe'ys 
moolte dere bꝛetgerbe frome w_ 
| | c 
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domini Condo. . 33 
felicitie. But rather W of 
our father vouchſaſe ys to haue any 
welthe, we ſhulde thanke gym, and 
be careful, leeſt voe at any tyme ſhuld 
abuſe his liberalitie . And if aduerſi- 
ties greue vs, we ſhulde none other- 
wyſe thankynge gym / ſubmytte vs 13 
holly to his arbitremente. To haue 1 
helth of body thou ſubmitteſt the to | 
the phiſitio a . ſuffreſt the ſur 
gian to bynd/to cut, and burne : and 
wylt nat thou ſubmyt the to thy ma 
ker /to thy loꝛd, thi father, ſauiour, 
that thou mayſte gette thy ſoule hel- 
the eucrlaſtynge ? Thou dareſt nat 
appoynt thy leche, and ſay/thus and 
by this reaſon heale me: and ſhal we 
condicion with god, howe he ſhulde 
pꝛouide fo: the helthe of our ſoules? fe. 
Paule thappoſtle ſuffered the angell cart b 
ofthe Ne 4 aſſayle hym,and gyue ; 
him buſſettes, ſoꝛ ſo it was expedient 
to reteyne the gyſtes that he hadde 
receyued, Wan J am os 0 
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De miſericordie 

he) than am I ſtronge. And he gloti- 
fieth gladly in his infirmities , that 
he myght haue the vertue of Lh:iſte 
dwell ſtyl in hym. hat be we-that 
refuſe this mercy of god, by diuers 
gfflictions , as it were with bytter 
playſters, pꝛocurynge our helthe ? 


Whan the common people ſe one, 
that is diſcended of hygh linage,and 
hath abundance of ryches, helthe of 
body / and heaped in honours, they 
are wont to ſay : Powe moche is he 
bounde to god? Thus iuge they, that 
eſteme felicitie in thoſe thynges that 
beſene outwarde. But he that cxa- 
yneth the thynge aſter the iudge- 
ment of god, ſhall fynde oftentymes 
the lowe birthe / the pooꝛe / the ſyc- 
kely, and the outecaſte amonge men, 
moꝛe bounde to the Mercye of god, 
thanne theſe iolye felowes; that the 
groſſe multitude maketh egalle to 
goddis. Heape to gether as moche 
of ynyyelthyneſſe as thou wylte, 
3 tous 
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omini Concio. 36 
touchynge this worlde yet if thou 
by theſe temporal yuels may redeme 
felicitie euerlaſtynge, thou art gbun- 
dantly happy. 
Nowe forgyuinge mercy , whiche 
alſo woe cleape Llemency, euery man 
knowoeth, ſaue he that thinketh him 
ſelfe gyltles from all ſyn. But what 49 
ſayth tapoſtle John ? If we ſay we 1. lo. . ] ö 
be without ſynne , we de lyers, and 
there is no treuthe in vs. And if the 
ſterres be nat clere in the ſight of god 
and if in his angels he founde wyc⸗ e 
kednes /if no creature be pure in tie 
ſyghte of god, yea nat a chylde of a N 
day olde: which of ys may glo: ie * 
to haue a chaſte harte: 1% 
Many ſemerightous among mbe = 
fore god no man is found iuſt: but al 
oure ryghtouines is as hit were the 
clothe of a wom anne defyled with 
the menſtruous flix. Paule pceyneth 
how the carnall la wo in his membꝛes 
E 4 ſtry⸗ 
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ſtryuethe agaynſte the lawe of the 
om:7- mynde, ⁊ crietꝑ out: I vnhappy cre- 
lob ture: who ſhall deliuer me from the 
bd. body of this deth Job is with a iuſt 
A mans title honoured, and yet is nat 
foundeclene fautles by the talkynge 
of god. Alſo he the pꝛophet Dauid 
dꝛedeth ſoꝛe the iugement of god/ſa⸗- 
uynge that it is alayed with moche 
mercy. Thou ſhuldcſt not enter good 
loꝛd (ſayth he) in iugement with thy 
ſeruant: foꝛ truly no ly uyng creature 
ſhalbe founde iuſte in thy ſy ght. 
Nowe let eche of vs enter in to the 
chambꝛe of his concience, and conſy - 
5 owe manye wayes, howe oſte, 
ho we greuouſelye he hath oſſended 
. god / yea with what ſondrye vyceo 
All our good dedes are deſyled: and 
ſo than he ſhall vnderſtande howe 
moche he is bounde to the cxcedynge 
great mercye of god / that ſo pacient 
Iy ſuſſreth our ſeblenes / that by ſo 
many occaſions ſtereth vs to repen- 
tance 


„ . 
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 domini Concio. 37 
tance that ſo ſwetelye ſoꝛgyueth all 
our offences / vohan we leave our 
wyckednes. And to all theſe thyn⸗ 
ges I woyl ſay this moche moꝛe, that 
ſhall ſeme to ſomme nat verye p20- 
uable. | 

Whan god diſtroyeth the wycked 
lyuers, that be ronne to the hyeſte 
poynte of malice / and caſteth theym 
dd won into hel: yet thi he foꝛgetteth 
nat his mercy. 

He delyuereth the Hebꝛe wes by dy. 
uydynge of the wawes of the ſee, 
and dꝛowonethe Pharao with his 
garde. Mercy was on bothe \ 
helpynge 
punyſſhynge towarde the kynge 
of deſpirate malice, leſt that he ſ{fuld 
by heapynge of lynnes vpon ſynnes; 
purchace gym ſelfe moꝛe greuous 
peynes in helle. The healynge mer- 
cye was / that god by ſo manye pla- 
gues ſtered hym to doo penaunce. 
And nowe he / beinge aſſailed wich 
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Do miſettrart, 
ſo many yuels, began to repent : but 
after he repented hym ſelfe agayne 
of his helthfull repentance /⁊ ſayd:J 
know no loꝛd, noꝛ ] wilnat let the pe 

go. Noꝛ yet he being moued with 


ſao gret a miracle / ceſſed nat to purſue 


them: but being blinded with angre, 
boldly entred in to the ſee, god of his 
mercy oppꝛeſſed his deſpcrat malice / 
that whan he wolde nat be healed, 
he ſhulde more eaſely pcriſhe . The 
ſame woyſe ought we to deme of the 
other exãples of cruelte, that be reher 
ſed in the bokes of the old teſtament: 
of them that the fyꝛe burned, that 
Fe grounde {walowed-the ſworde 
diſtroyed / that the ſerpentes deuou 
red. Foꝛ in the goſpel very fewe are 
the examples of vengcance, but all of 
mercy . It was an caſye correction, 
thatElymas ſtryken with ſodayne 
blyndnes, voas taught that he ſhuld 
nat ſtryue agaynſte the woꝛde of the 
goſpell , Paule delyuered a fewe to 
2 Sata⸗ 
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domini Concio. 38 
Satanas in affliction of the fleſhe / 
that the ſoule myght be ſaued atthe 
day of dome: I they corrected with 
ſhame, ſhulde turne to better frute. 
There is no example mote rigoꝛous 
than of Ananias and Saphiras,that 
by Peters correction fell downe deed 
ſodeynly : and yet it is yncerteyn, 
vhether they: ſoules by deathe of 
the bod ye / are ſaued oꝛ no. 
Finally the puniſhemente, that the 
damned ſoules of yll lyuers ſuffre in 
in hel1s leſſe than their meritcs. And 
there be ſome, that eſteme the mercy 
of god ſo great, that they beleue/that 
the wicked ſpirites alſo and damned 
ſoulis,ones after many ſeaſons gone 
a boute, ſhall be received to grace. 
Though this opiniõ ſtaieth on a gret 
autoꝛ yet it hath ben repꝛoued bi the 
— fathers of our fayth : which on 
y woe reherſe foꝛ this entẽt / that we 


might declare /wkat an exceding gret 
| opinion 
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F opinion ſome men moſte highelyler- 
ned / conceyued of the mercy of god: 
whiche nyght and day were occupi 
ed in holy bokes, whiche ſynge, ex- 
tolle, and magnifie welnere nothyng 
elles, but the mercy of god. 

Now that it is ſufficiently ſewed 
that what euer we be oꝛ haue / tou- 
chyng goodnes / that woe be defended 
from iuels dependynge, that we be 
delyuered from hurtes oppꝛeſſynge, 
that in the myddes of trybulations 
we be refreſſhed with heuenly com- 
fort / that we abyde ſtronge and lu- 
ſtye, that by temporal afflictions we 
be eyther inſtructed to repentaunce, 
oꝛ exercyſed to perfecte vertuc / that 
our ſyns donc / be nat to vs imputed, 
voherinto ſo oft woe ſlide/comitꝶ al of 
the mercy of god: And that ye maye 
moꝛe clerely perceyue the excedynge 
heyghte, the bꝛeade / and depenes 
therof / J pꝛaye you that with me 
ye wyll a lyttell be holde your ſelfe- 

| ans 


* 
r 
„ 


Ax , 9 


che ye bemoſtelotheſome, and after 
in that partye,voRereby ye be excel- 


uels that outward hang ouer you, © 


that beſet you rounde aboute:and g- 


gayne loke to the bounties,of whom 
the hope is to you ſhewed. The con 
templation of all theſe thynges ſhall 
teche vs the largenes of goddis mer- 
cy / wherof verely is neyther meſure 
noꝛ nombre. 
If we behold this (mal bodi of ours 
the pype ozlitel houſe of our ſoule:v- 
neth one maye fynde any beaſte moꝛe 
weaker; mote lotheſom, ye 02 more 
woꝛeched then it is. If ye enquere the 
beginnyng / the fyꝛſt of our kind was 
of claye . Nowe let euery man conſt- 
der this, ho we littell oꝛ nothynge at 
all is the great pompoſenes / vohat ſo 
euer comith of that humoꝛ, of whoſe 
conielation the on of mankind 
take begynnynge / w 
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inveardly, fyꝛſt in that party /in whi⸗ 


lente-and laſtely ye ſhal regard the y- 


an as yet it is 
nn" bye 
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3 hyd in the womds wõbe. Than how 
| far that humoꝛ doth differrefrom-hi 
$7 deinty metes,wherwith the 
child nat boꝛn is noriſſhed. J wil nat 
reherſe here the filthines of mikinde 
bizth-only that that ye haue oft ſene; 
cal to mind. VOhat is moꝛe voꝛetched 
than mankindes biꝛth: How long ye 
Thowperillus be the panges of wo- 
me trauailyng? And vohar miſerable 
wailinges? At laſt the child it ſelfe cre 
, pynge forth ſoone / from voepynge & 
1 wailing beginneth the life. And woher 
. N 20 Nature to other beaſtis / as ſoone 
» £144; wi 99 thei comeforthe,gyuith divers co 
F 7 * ueringes 02 defẽſes, as ſheles, barkes 
is ; thicke ſkins, ptickes/h eares, baiſtils; 
2M quils, fcthers, ſcales, fliſſes, æ other 
while ſhc defedith the ſtũpes ⁊ trees / 
from colde and heate with a double 
barke: only mankynd all naked, and 
onthe bare grounde the daye of his 
byꝛth ſhecalteth oute,forthewith to 
wepe 7 waile. Wo wold nat iuge 10 
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Farther more ſe how he is ſwadlid, 


ſpecheles / I hovo his eies can not a- 
byde the newe lyghte /t farethe as it 
wolde enter into the darkenes of the 
mothers wobe againe ,that he hath 
left, the Ie C 2 4 longce 
time, vohich is a token a 


mong al bea 
ſtis of Nebel  weaknes / bꝛefely to 
peke a litel bodye is weake / in 


whiche is no membꝛe / that dothe his 
dewty. Moſt parte of al other beaſtis / 
as ſoone as they be bzoughte forth 
emplie the gyftes of their nature. 


Som ar ſwilt, as horſes. Aſſoone as 


the buterflie comith out of the ſkin/it 
fleeth: Jt is no ſure ee with a 
leons vyhelpe. Aſſoone as fyſhes be 
ſpaumed, they ſvoym : — 97 
rollen them ſelfe voith a great {wiſt- 
nes, befoze they maye be called, ot 


haue any maver ſhappe of frogges, 


s point ye a chekin crept out of the 
bꝛoken ſhel-moze happy the makinde 


how his mouth is totheles, his tong 


only 
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-onely what-other thynge can man- 
kynde doo by courſe of nature , but 
wepe t Howe longe is he in lernynge 
to go? Yohan he hath lerned to goo. 
on two fete, how longe than muſte 
He be in lernynge to ſpeake ? yea he 
can nat fede outcepte he be taughte. 
Lay to nowethe manyfolde kyndes 
of ſyckeneſſes, that ynethe they can 
be reherſed / and ſpecially the nevoe 
diſeaſes,that it is hard to hele them, 
hovye be it amonge the olde many be 
vncurable. Some ſikneſſes take man 
kynd ſone after the byzth , ſom alſo 
iin thcbirthe, as lepꝛe /4 the fallyng 
* . yuell, voher by many dye oꝛ they be 


* 
** 


Pn tolyue. And this whyle I ſpeke 
nꝝmnothyng of them, that be boꝛne with 
manye defautes of nature and myſ- 
ſhappen. Nowelctte cche of vs con- 


ſyder this by ve ſelfe, what doma⸗ 
ges he hath ſuffred in youthe / howe 
Fugitive youthe is, howe careſulle is 
mans ſtate, howe wretched the 2 
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age: and finally ho we ſhort the hole 


lyfe is, though one happe to be verye 
olde, whiche yet chaunceth but to a 
ſe vo. Who ſo euer of you is at mans 
ſtate / let him recken the courſe of his 
lyfe paſte / and count from what ſick- 
neſſes, and from what great peryls 
he is eſcaped / than let hym thanke 
the mercye of god. Perily J wolde 
recken amonge bodily yuels as pꝛin- 
cipall / the ſedes of all maner vicis, 
whiche be ſo faſte rooted in vs. Hovo 
great inclination to angre, to body- 
ly pleaſure / to ryot / to enuye, to am- 
bition, to couetouſnes, to robberye/ 
cuen from our moders wombe haue 
we? where as all other beaſtes lyuen 
lowably within the deſyꝛes of na⸗ 
ture. And here with, vohat a labour 
is it to vs all, to voꝛaſtle with the lea 
uynges of olde Adam? and to howoe 
ſewe lucky? The ſoule is ouer loded 
with the weight of the erthy bodic: 
and whether it wylle 02 wyll nat / is 
E F dꝛow⸗ 
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dꝛovoned in theſe thynges / that it al- 


] loweth nat. Farthermote conſidre / 
- _ __ whatgreatroutof yuels do beſet vs 
without forth, and ye ſhall find, that 
many mo periſhe by chance / than by 
ſicknes. Howe many be diſtroyed by 
lightning / erth quakes-grounde ope# | 
nynges lakes / flouddes of the ſee and 
rivers, infectious aire, venom / wilde 
beaſtes/ fallynge of hugethinges, yl! 
phiſitions: but by no way chanceth 
greater diſtruction, than by voarres ? 
But al theſe miſchcues thꝛeten to di 
ſtroi but the bodi. How mani daͤgers 
hange ouer the ſoule? The fleſhe1s a 
houſhold enmy,the wo:ld now flate 
reth that it might ſtrangle/ no woe ra- 
geth / that it might oppꝛeſſe / and the 
wycked ſpirites other wohile tranſfy- 
gure them ſelfe ly ke angels of lyght. 
Who dꝛedeth nat of theſe the multi⸗ 
tudc/ the powers, the diſceit, the ma 
lice, and vnſaciable deſyꝛe to diſtroye _. 
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domini Concſo. 42 
wolde it nat nere flee, dethe certane 
to euery man, the day vncertayn te 
rigorouſnes of thextreme dome, the 
-peynes of helle euerlaſtyng? I fe you 
tremble at the onely remembꝛynge 
of theſe ſoo greatte miſcheues , and 
no wꝛonge, but the mote ye here of 

yuels and daungers / the more ye be 
bounde to the Mercy of Hod,vohi- 

che among e all theſe yuels nat ones 

ly defendeth thoſe that truſte ther- 

on / but alſo tourneth all theſe thyns- 

ges to vs in occaſion of more felis 

tie. Hat ſo euer calamite we haue 
here, we may voyte it the ſyn of olde 
Adam: but fo: the felycite that in 
ſtede of calamite woe haue to vs yel⸗ 
den moꝛe plentifullye, we oughte to 
thank the newoe Adam, that is Chriſt 
Jeſu of all creatures pꝛayſed, the 
woilde without ende. Satanas ex- * 
| — . — Barney ſe 6 Chꝛiſte 
erthly paradiſe opened vs te 
heucoly kingdome, 852 dꝛoue 5 MN ; ; 
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s to dyn 
Chꝛiſte reſtored vs to ioycs euerla- 
ſtynge of lyfe immortal. Satanas by 
his gyle gotte vs bodily detpe, Chꝛiſt 
by his mercy rewarded vs lyfe eter- 
nall / to vohome voho ſo euer with a 
pure harte yeldeth hy m, nedeth to 
dꝛede no kynd of ennemies. He ery. 

came the vooꝛlde, hevanquyſhcd all 
Satanas tyꝛany, he turned thefleſhe 

into ſpiritc. That he ouercame-is of 
is power: that he oucrcame ſoꝛ vs, 
is of his Mercye. Lette vs 


f his LDerc Ronoure 
his mercyfull myghte / and take frui- 
cion of his myghtyfull Mercye. All 
thynges we maye doo by hym, that 
makcrh vs mignty-1f we abide with 
bym : althynges we poſſeſſe by him, 
in vohom is al goodnes,cuery vohere 
vs defcndynge, aydyng, comfoꝛting / 
and encreſynge by his mercy,lyke'gs 
the pꝛophete ſaythe in the pſalme: 
Mercy wyl enuiron them that truſte 
in our loꝛd. Lo Wen 
* 2 * they 
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| domini Conciv. 43 
they ſubiecte, that put theyꝛ truſte in 


iuſte man out of care? Truely ſaythe 
he,J truſt in tꝑe multitude of thi mer 
cy. And a lyttell after: Loꝛd as with 
the buckeler of thy good wylle thou 


haſte crovoned vs. Mhan ye here, of 


thy good voylle/ ye vnderſtande the 
hope of your ovone merites to be ex- 


cluded. Where the ſtrengthes of na- 


ture fayle ys,voher our oven meriteg 
foꝛſake ys: there mercye ſuccoureth 
vs. The warryours ſhyldes couer 
but one part of their body, the bucke 
ler of goddis mercy dothe fenſiuely 
couer vs all aboute, aboue ageynſte 
the ſyꝛie dartes of wycked ſpirites / 


that hang ouer vs from the celeſtiẽs: 


benethe ageynſte the fletght of the ſer 


afoꝛe, leſte thinges preſent greue vs: 
behyndes leſte thynges paſte enuade 
(230 13 vs 


bodily gyftes / in ryches, in chares/ 
in woꝛldly pꝛudence, in tꝑeir merites 
⁊ dedes? But bi vogat ſuccours is the 


pente, that wayteth to attrappe vs: 
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de miſencoris | 
agayne:on the ryghrhande left prof - 
peritie make vs inſolent: on the lyſt 
nde leſt aduerſite ouer thꝛowe vs. 
Truſtynge in this bucler Dauid cry - 
eth out: Our loꝛde is my helper, J 
woyll not dꝛede, what a man can do 
to me. And in a nother place: J wyl 
nat fcare a thouſande people beſet- 
tynge me aboute. But Paule the a- 
poſtle cryerhe out yet mote boldlye 

weiꝛytynge to the Romaynes: If god 
be with vs ſayth hc, who ſhall be a- 

Ng gayus vs? 

| his noble warriour armed hym 

with al theharnis of the faith-which 
fortifieth vs nat by hope of our war 
kes, but of diuine mercy . He beynge 
bold on this armour, did nat only diſ 
piſe grefe, hũger, pouerte, peril/perſe- 
cution:but alſo the tiꝛãs ſwoꝛd/thꝛet 
nyng to ſle him by ⁊ by. Mans crucl- 
nes can do notꝑing, where the mercy 
of god is redy at hand to defend:yea 
this is ſtronger, he diſpiſed or 
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dethe and ly fe ) angels, pꝛincipalites 
vertue o, thynges pꝛeſent ⁊ to come, 
foꝛtytu de, altitude / depthe / and ſoo 
forthe / if anye other creature were 
in the heuens, oꝛ in erthe, oꝛ in helle. 
And this is he / vohiche knowynge 
his weaknes.calleth him ſelf an eꝛthẽ 
pot. voe haue(ſaith he) tis treſure in 
erthe pottis. Fro vohès tha hath this 
bꝛitel erthe pot ſo moch ſtrength? By 
grace of god (ſaith he) J am it that J 
am. what is the grace of god/but the 
mercy of god? Let vs gladly gloꝛify 
with Paule in our infirmites,that the 


for ſo it is mote expedict foꝛ vs, that 
by contemplatio of our miſeries, we 
may gloꝛiſie the mercyes of god. 
And yet the meane vohyle,. if it lyke 


the / beholde thy ſelſe thou manne, 


in that partye that thou excelleſt the 
other beaſtis. Foz if thou eſteme 
thy ſelfe after the goodnes of the 
bodye / thou ſeeſt thou arte lower 

F4 than 
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_ . thanmanybuutebeſtis;; The camels 
in greatnes / in ſwoyſtnes the tygersy 
in ſtrength the bulles, in colour the 
ſwoannce, in aprarayle pecockes / in 
helthines the ſyſſhes, ye if we beleue 
the pꝛouerbe, welnere all beaſtes, in 
- . quicke ſyght the beaſte called lynx /⁊ 
egles; in ſmellynge grypis, in longe 
lyfe hartis and crovwocs doo farre 
excede the. And yet if one conſidre 
the gyſtes of mans bodye, he ſhall - 
here ſynde / voherin he maye pꝛeyſe 
the mercy of god. What ſagaſite is 
there of the. v. wittes, what greate 
coufoꝛmite of the membꝛes / howe 
feete inſtrumentes to dyuers vſes? 
But of thoſe thynges Lactantius . 
a man of ſyngular cloquence / compi 
led a boke, vohiche he nameth De o- 
pificio dei. This boke; is pꝛofita / 
le to be red/if voce minde / that what 
goodnes ſo cuer is in the bodyc: cos 
meth from the mercye of god, and 
ought to be ſcruant lyke bonde to di- 
1871 | une 


* 
$0. a 


wyll gloꝛiſie in bodily gyftes / ſhall 
by and by here: Al fleſſhe is hey; and 
all gloꝛye therof is as the flo wer of: 
heye, Mhy arte pꝛovode thou duſte 
and aſſhes ? 24 
Neyther in gyſtes of the 
vohiche parte man is mote maruey- 
lous, he hath oughte / thar he maye 
chalenge as his ovon. He that made 
the body, foꝛmed the ſoule, the body 
he made of ſlime, and put in the ſoule 


with inſpiringe of his mouth . And 


therfo:c of the other beſtes the ſoule 
⁊ bodi periſhe together / ours is aliue 
after the bodi til ſhe receive it againe 
in the reſurrection pꝛomyſed. 12ovo 
howe effectual a thynge the ſoule is / 
the verye deathe declareth, whiche 
aſſone as ſhe departeth, there lyethe 
the carkes ynptofytable : where is 
the hete / vohere is the colour, vohere 


is the mouynge / vohere is the might 


of all the wyttes become ? And yet 
Anu vohile 


|  domini Condo. 43 


Eccl. 10. 


ſoule, in 
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' Demiiſericordia 
whyle the ſoule is holden faſt tied to 
this ſo ynhappy © ſely body / doinge 
.. nothig but though the bodily inſtru 
mentes / which very oft let the ſoule/ 
that ſhe can nat put foꝛth her natjue 
power. Dove meruaylous is the 
ſwiftnes ⁊ ptofounde vnderſtandyng 
of mans minde? Yohat an excedynge 
treaſure hat he of remempꝛaunce ? 
What is ſo hyd in the ſecretes of na- 
ture; oꝛ in the heuens, oꝛ in erth,that 
mans voytte can nat marke perceiue / 
and diſcuſſe: It is a great thyng/that 
many by ſituation and mouynge of 
the ſterres ſhevve/ What ſhall fal ma 
ny yercs to com: but it is more, that 
by thinges w2ought, the cuerlaſting 
power 7godhecd of the ſame woꝛ⸗ 
ker is founde out, Paule is wytnes 
ſaying : Dow moch is the ſvoiftenes 
of mis voit, in how ſhozt ſpace, ho vo 
many thinges doth mas wit behold 
at ones? But ho voe excedynge is the 
might of memoꝛy, that ſo truly — 

net 


and ſo many names of thynges,com 
mytted to her by the miniſtration of 
the wyttes? J wyll ſpeke nothynge 


here of them / that haue lerned ſo ma 


ny ſciences, ſo harde to kno vo, and ſo 
many langages, ⁊ that that they ler- 
ned, they reteyne ſtyll. Let hym that 
voyl of you thynk, ho vo many folkes 
faces ⁊ names he doth remẽbꝛe/ho vo 
many ſhaps of beſtis, of trees, of her- 
bes, of places ⁊ of othef innumerable 
thiges he knoweth ⁊ memoꝛially cle 
pet the by name. The cõmon peple 
cal theſe the giſtes of nature / vohã in 


dede they be the gyftes of diuine mer 


cy, which ar depted to euery mi nat 
after our merites, but aftcr his benig 
nitic .' And bycauſe the piodigalle 
childe abuſed al theſe thynges to the 
pleaſure-ofmans wil /nat onlithat is 
withd:awen that was given but by 
grace mote 9biiditliberalite of gyftʒ 
is added. By thelawe he inſtructed 
y9/ 
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„De miſerirordia 
gaue vnto vs / he taughte vs the ſe⸗ 
getes of god, by his holy ſpirite 
he enryched our ſoules with dyuers 
gyſtes / paſſynge mannes power. 
He gyueth vnderſtandynge of miſti- 
call ſcriptures / that gyucthe lyghte 
and comfoꝛte to vs in all yucto, he gy 
ueth kno volege of thynges to com, he 
gyueth tonges to ſpeake ſond:y lan- 
gages / and power to contempne ve- 
nom / to healt ſyckne ſſes / to reyſe the 
deed, to confounde noyfull ſpirites, 
he gyueth power to oucrcome helle 
gates / he graunteth vs to be the mes 
bꝛes of Chꝛiſte, the chyldꝛen of god / 
and to be parteners of the kingdome 
celeſtial; that neuer ſhall haue ende. 
Here count to me wherof thou were 
made, without dout of the one parte 
thou arte claye: than ho vo moche vn 
der the condicion of beaſtis ſyn dyd 
th:ovwe the. Agayne to vohat digny⸗ 
te / and to whatfelycite thou art 2 
| | e 


led: and than thou ſhslte clerelye ſe/ 
that the mercyes of our loꝛde aue 
neyther numbꝛe noꝛ meaſure. What 
is moꝛe deſpiſed than ſcarbetes? yet 
is a ſcarbet purer in compariſon to 
the filthynes of a ſynner . What is 
higher thã angels? were it nat out of 
al meaſure to make an angel of a ſcar 
bet? Novee man beinge more abiect 
than a ſcarbete / he made greatter 
than angell, J may boldlye ſaye / he 
made hym a god. Fo: why ſhulde 
nat ) dare boldlye ſaye it, that the 


ſcripture doth: I ſayd ye be goddis / Pal.. 


and excellent childꝛen? Mhat ſo euer 
cometh of god, is made in a maner 
god. What ſo euer is ioyned to te 
body and ſpirite of Chꝛiſte / cometh 


of his name. | 
No doc if there be nothynge here, 
that thou mayſt aſcribe to thy meri- 
tes than gloꝛifie the mercye of god, 


woꝛſhyp the mercy yo, 
775 A al 
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54 De wiſericordia 
à kiſſe the mercy of god. If that any 
o about to claime ani part of this to 
Pin feife ſeife / Paule the apoſtle voyll b 
and by crye out againſt hym/yelding 
all theſe thynges to the grace of god. 
All his piſhls ſounde out rhe woꝛde 
of grace: whiche as ofte as thou he- 
relte, loke thou ynderſtande the mer- 
cye of god to be to the commended. 
© Of grace hit is that we be purged 
from ſin,thzough grace we beleue, of 
grace it is that by his ſ pinite, charitie 
is ſpꝛed in our hcrtes wherby woe do 
good warkes.Fo: we be nat ſufficict - 
by our ſelfe to think any thing, as of 
our ſelfe: but all our ablenes cometh 
Cors. fro god. If Paule ſaid trouth, where 
. 5 be thoſe ſhameles ſelowois/that ſel to 
* »ftrevery bodye theyꝛ good warkes as 
* though they Pal. ſo — home, 
that they mightecnrich other They 
be miſerable, that ſo ſel theyꝛ good 
dedes / curſed they be, that truſt in 


mens warkes. Mho that is greved + 
with 
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with the firſte diſeaſe, lette him here 
what the churche Laodices herith in 
the Apoc.Zhou ſaiſt:J am rych 7 ple 
tiful ⁊ nede nothyng/⁊ knowoſt nat 


that knoweſt thin o von pouerte/vohy | 
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that thou arte a votetche , miſerable, 
poꝛe/blind/ naked? But they alſo ſin 
more greuouſly, that of thabũdãce of 
their good warkes / pꝛomiſe to other 
riches. But what doth the holy goſt 
coũſayle ſuch folk? J coũſaile the ſaith 
heʒ to bie firie gold of me pꝛouid, that 
thou maiſt be riche in dede. And thou 


beggeſt of beggers? S. James layth: 
If ani wat wiſdom, let him aſ ke it of 
god / that giueth to eche abundantly, 
and abꝛaideth none therof. Euerye 
0 gift / euery ꝑfect gift deſcedith 
frõ aboue, from the father oflightes. 
And aſkeſt thou of a mã the garment 
of good warkes / whiche is ſo mo- +" 
che moꝛe piteouſly naked / te moze 7 
2 reckeneth him ſelfe to be 
othed i Aknowledge thy myſerye! SY 
72 and 
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Anmonge men, vo imdꝛa dene 
an other of a good turne, an whi· 
che foꝛ one pleſure loke to haue ma- 
ny, there is nothynge derer botight 
than that that is bought with pray- 
ers: with god nothynge is ſbo free, 
qs that that is bought vith.it. lytell 
peces of money, Prayer and Dope, 
fot he that wyll ſelle his mercy, hath 
gyuen vs the ſame pꝛice to pay for it. 
Me haue ſpoken many thinges wel 
beloued bretherne , of the mercye of 
god / but there is moche more to ſey, 
if weſhuld repete all thynges of ho- 
ly ſcripture , whiche doo pꝛeyſe and 
commende to ys the greatenes of di- 
uine mercyc. The remenant is , that 
Ae wyll exhoꝛte you in fewe wordes, 
25 that none of you though pꝛeſump⸗- 
2 tion do make hym ſelfe vnwoꝛthy of 
of; age mercy of god, that is ſo redyto? 
* B/g th:ough yuell courage of mynde do 
deſpeire of themercye of god. 2 
Alter 


2 


thinges 


me ſpeakynge to you. 


nes and madde blyndenes, many are 
brought though pꝛoſperitie of tem- 


| Torgetfull of their maker / do lyue af- 
ter they: pleſure/ſo moch vnthought 
full to amende they: lyfe / that they 
booſte they2 vngratiouſnes / and are 
ſtronge and myghty in vwyckednes. 
And as we rede in an notger place: 
They boſte they: yuell doing, and re- 
ioyce in mooſte vngratious thyn- 
s: Whereof Salomon wiitethe: 
he wicked man whan he commeth 
to the bottom of yuels, he is * 
: _— 


doo pꝛouoke the mereye k 
god. And ſo make an ende of our ſer 
mon, if the mercy of our loꝛd vouch» 
ſafe to be preſent and fauoꝛable vnto 


| abhorreth nothynge ſo mo- 

che as pꝛyde and obſtaclenes / foꝛ e 
reſiſteth the pꝛoude and giueth grace *7” 77 & 
to the humble. To this blynde mad⸗- 1 


poꝛall goodes, the whiche as beinge 
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De miſericordia 


And of ſuche folke Paule wiitethe : 


- _Sodgyueth them a peruerſed iuge- 


ment to do thoſe thynges, that be 
nat comcly / Some of thoſe pꝛomyſe 
them ſelſe, that they ſhall ſcape yn- 
unyſſhed for cuer, and they diſpiſe 
bot ome monicion-and wyl nat here 
of ſuche thynges/ as ſhuld pꝛouoke 
them to repentaunce, ſayenge thus : 
Lette god haue heuen hym ſelfe , lette 
him leue vs the erth. Of theſe ſpcktih 
Moyſes in his canticle, van after 
he had remembꝛed many great bene- 
ſytes of god done to the people of 
ſracl heſayth thus: Oy welbelo- 
oued is waxed groſſe and kycketh : 
he is voarcd fatte and brodc: he hath 
foꝛſaken god his maker; and is de- 
parted frome god his ſauiour. The 
p ſal. 72. pcynteth out this maner of 
men: They be nat in the labour of 
men, and they ſhall nat be ſcourged 
with men. Bycauſe pꝛyde reteyneth 
them, they be coueted with =" 


and they: wickednes / they be gone 

into the affection of hert : They haue 
thought and ſpoken leudenes,« they 
Haue talked voyckedly ageynſte all- 
myghty god. They haue ſette theyz 
mouthe ageynſt the heuen/ and their 
tonge is gone ouer in ertꝑͥ. But herk 
what ende foloveth this ynhappy | 
felicitie. But yet fo: all they wyles/ F 
thou haſte begyled them, thou dyd- 
| deſt caſte them dovone/ vohan they 
wolde haue ryſenyp . Dowe were 


. they di ſcomſited : they fayled ſodein 

ly / and peryſhed for theyz wycked- 
nes. Hood loꝛde in thy citie thou 
. ſhalte reduce the image of them to 14 
naugght / as the dꝛeame of them that F 
ryſe from ſlepe. g 


On thoſe, vohich folowoyng Lucifers 
exãple do ryſe vp ageinſt god: (hal fal 
that our loꝛd thzetneth in the goſpel: 
ſavo Satanas ao lIghinyng fal from 
heut. And Coꝛoʒaim though abun- 
dice of tranſitoꝛie thinges wickedly 

{> $61 G2 ſwel⸗ 
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5 De miſericordia- 


| ſwellynge / hereth: Woo to the Lo 


rozaim, foꝛ thou that arte now lyfte 
vppe to heuen by thy pzyde/ſhalt be 


plucked do vone to helle by the ven- 


geance of god. 7 
Paule alſo ſommetyme on truſte of 
his countreye lawes was fierſe and 
pꝛoude/and thtetned to lee the diſcis - 
ples of our loꝛde, and he fo: it by the 
rysht hande of god being ouerthꝛo- 
wen to the erth, doth here theſe wor 
des: It is hard fo: the to kyck ayenſt 
the pꝛicke. But bycauſe in his dede 
was errour and nat way warde mas 
lyce / he opteyned Mercy. As ſone as 
he aknowlegcd his ſyn, god foꝛgaue 
him / ⁊ nat only dyd foꝛgiue hym/but 
alſo of a voolf he made him a ſepe 
of a tyꝛan a poſtle. But the curſe of 
god hageth ouer thoſe/that continue 
in ſynne / and at laſt they being indus - 
rated and obſtinate therin, voyll nat 
vnderſtande to do well: which ſaye 
to god. Hoo thy way from vs, — 
| "Fs wyll 


domi Concio. 
wil nat haue knowoleg 


Ageine they that Eſaie ſpeaketh of, 
whiche our loꝛde calling to weping/ 
waylynge / cuttynge of their Heare, 


make myꝛthe and reuell, kyllyng cal- 
nes, and ſacrifienge ſhepe, that they 
may eate the fleſhe, and dꝛynk wine, 
fayenge: Let vs eate and dꝛynke, foꝛ 
to moꝛo we woe ſhall dye. And they, 
as the ſame pꝛophete ſaythe , that 
ſcoꝛne the thꝛetnynges of Sod, ſte- 
ryng them to repent : Bydde byd a- 
geyne, byd byd ageyn, abyde abyde 
ageyne, abyde goyde ageynez3 lytell 
there a lyttell there. And rhe whiche 
ſaye ageyne in an nother place: Me 
wyll nat here our loꝛde / but ve voyll 
dye in our ſynnes: to theſe, as the 
olde pꝛouerbe ſaythe / Pacience ofte 


the mercy of our loꝛde beinge deſpy⸗ 


ſed; is tourned into greuouſer dam - 


nation . Fot oure loꝛde mocked in 


W095, 


and to weare ſhertes of heare, they 


Eſa 122. 


d tourneth in to madness: and 


Eſaie 
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* De miſericordis 
ai. 28. Eſaie anſwoereth after; The ſayen ge 
of our loꝛde to them ſhall be: Bydde 
bydde ageyne,bydde.bydde ageyne, 
abyde abyde ageyne, abyde abyde 
ageyne, a lyttell there a lyttell there, 
that they maye goo and falle backe⸗ 
warde, and be al to rent, and N 
ped, and taken. Theſe ynhappy folk 


voandre forthe, leſte in they: yuell de 
ſyꝛes / alwaye warynge worſe , they 
falle into the pytte of woyckedneſſe, 
they be tangled inthe coꝛdes of ſyn / 


they be taken in the nette of euerla- 
ſtynge dampnation , leadinge they2 
dayes amonge they: goodes / and in 
a moment they go to helle. O yerye 

etched creatures, and holly gyuen 
to diſtruction / whiche lyke as hit 
were beaſtis, be fattcd to be kylled, 
whom neither the cnoꝛmitie of ſynne 
maketh to forget pryde, noꝛ ſo great 
hyndnes of god tendreth them to re- 
pente . The mercye of god ſuffreth 
the / ſo ofte to ſynne, that thou ſhul- 

c 


repent,and in the meane vohyle heta 


the ryches/he gyuet the other com- 
modites of the lyfe / as in a maner ſet 
tynge vp and caſtyng coles of fyꝛe o- 
uer thy heed / that if thou canſte nat 
hate thy ſynne, fozthat it is mooſte 
ſhamefulle of hit ſelfe / yet at the leeſt 
thou ſhuldeſt begynne to hate it, ſithe 
it diſpleaſeth ſo louynge a father. 
Eſchinus a yonge man, perceyuynge 
in a play the meruailous hyndnes of 
his father towarde hym offendyng, 
was ſo moued, tat from thensfozth 
he wolde haue his father in greatter 
reuerence / and theſe be his woꝛdes: 
vohat thynge is this? is this to be a 
father / 02 this to be a ſonne? If he 
were my bꝛother oꝛ ſelowee, Rowe 
myght he folowe moꝛe my mynde ? 


Is ge nat to be loued tought he not 


Ah he maketh 
G + me 


to be boꝛne in minde 2 


domini Concio. bz 
deſt qmende/he gyveth the ſpace to: _ 


- keth nat from the his benignitie / he 
gyueth the good helthe., he gyueth 


— — 2 — — 1 —— 1 um 


- * 
% 


©  Demiſericordie+ 
ryght carefull with his eſynes; left J- 
ſhuldeynwearc do oughte contrarye 
to his mynde, foꝛ wittingly J wyl be 
ware therof. 25 
If fatherlye hyndnes tcche wyttie 
chyldꝛen to hate ſyn, thou vnhappye 
ſynner doſt thou ware moꝛe æ more 
obſtinate foꝛ ſo great goodnes of thy 
father / and hereſt nat Paule callynge 
the agayn from madnes: Doſt thou 
deſpiſe ſaythe he, the-ryches of thy 
goodnes, pacience, and meknes? 
Rnovoeſte nat that the gentylncs of 
god leadetꝶ the to repentance ? But 
aſter thy hardnes, and thynne vnres 
pentante harte, thou gethereſte vnto 
the a treaſure of angre in the daye of 
anger and reuelacion of the iuſt iuge⸗ 
ment of god. | 
There is no beaſte ſo 3 by 
meunes diligence and labour may be 
tamed, and thou beynge prouoked 
by ſo excedyng gret goodnes ofig 
voſte thou et wore moꝛe ſieret 


3 


wyydes : howe moche moꝛe ynhap- 
2. | pye 


domini Condo.” 53 


harde, but that hit. maye be made 


ſofte by crafte of men. Bꝛaſſe mel- 
teth in the furnes / yꝛon by fyꝛe is 


made ſoſte, hoꝛne with ware poured 


in dothe ware ſouple / the invincible 
hardenes of the diamonde is ouer- 
come with gottis blud : And, o hart 
mote harder than hoꝛne, harder thi 
y2one, harder than the diamonde / 
that neythcr the fyꝛe of helle / no: the 
hindnes of thy moſt gètyl father,; noꝛ 
the blud of the vndefiled lambe that 


was ſhed fo: the, canmollifie. Now 


be toyfull;,make triumph of vicked- 
nes, thou haſte ouer come voꝛetche, 
thou haſte ouercome diuine crafte / 
whicheis moſt ynhappye victoꝛie. 

Pnhappy is the grounde as Paule 
ſayrh, and nereſt to the curſe of god, 
which whan it receyueth oft heuen⸗ 


Heb. s. 


1ye moyſtenes, dothe binge foꝛthe 


none other thinge but thomes and 
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2 De miſericordia 
py is he / that is ſo oſte moiſted with 
the rayne of diuine mercy. and vogr- 
eth harde as anye roughe ſturdye 
ſtone / that he wyll receyue no pꝛinte 
of the holy goſt? 


The ſynger of god dydde wꝛite the 


lawe o Moyſes in ſtony tables / ſoo 
that thy harte is ſturdier than theſe 
ſtones, voherin the holy gooſte canne 
w2yte nothynge of Lh:iſtis lawe . 
voho ſhall cut vs theſe ſtonye hartes 
but he,vohoſe dethe cloue the ſtones/ 
that they myghte go oute of they? 
tumbes, that were deed ? Who ſhall 
giue vs a fleſhy hartc/ but the woꝛde 
of god / that fot vs voas made fleſhe? 
But yet they be more deſperate-than 
theſe / wohiche reioyſynge in they? 
ſynnes, do ſpꝛedde abꝛode blaſphes 
mous ⁊ wycked opinions / denyenge 
god to be aboue / oꝛ if he be that moꝛ 
tal folkes buſynes pertcyne nothyng 
to gym: to be no ly ſe after the det; 
of the bodi: noꝛ no immoꝛtalite to 


pꝛepared 


* 


 wotdeof god, wherby the yuell de- 


ol the holbody,doth ſhewe, howe 


Nope ] wylſhewe you Charibd 


domim Concio. 54 
pꝛepared foz thoſe-that liued here de 
. in Chꝛiſt Jeſu:noꝛ hel to be ps 
pared for theym / that ſerue the de- 
uyll here: and that the thꝛetnynges 
oft holy ſcripture be in vayne: that 
the pꝛomyſes of the goſ lyes: 
oꝛ they, that by wꝛonge expounding 
of ſcripture, defende theyꝛ myſche - 
vous dedes ſoꝛ good actis: and tze 


ſyres ofthe mynde ought to be coꝛ- 
rected,they compel to ſupporte they? 
ſylthynes, to other crymes they laye 
the voyckednes of gereſye, as mooſte 
wotſte rebuke. 

The palenes,whiche fo: great ſkele 
apperith in your faces /⁊ the trẽbling 


moche ye abhoꝛ that ye haue herde. 
But wolde to god we ſhuld nat here 
thoſe thinges amonge chꝛiſten folke. 
J haue ſhewed you Scylla / on whi- 
che rocke manye runne and periſhe. 
is 
g 


oe | Demiſcticonks 
a daunger greuouſer than the mooft 
greuous / and moꝛe ferefull. They: g 
be thoſe whiche — 4 41 
and Judas the traytour / 
of ſoꝛgyuenes ſwalowoeth in 3 
laſtyng diſtruction. There is but one 
diſtruction / thoughe the reaſon of 
periſhyng be divers . Pharao indus» 
rated ſayth: J knowe no lozde; noꝛ 
7 wyll not lette the people go. What 
ayth Cayn? My ſynne is greatter 
than that J may diſerue pardon. 
And vohat ſayth Judas? h Raue ſyn- 
ned betrayeng the innocente bloude. 
Both they aknowelege the greatte- ' 
nes of they: ſynne / bothe they con 
feſſe it, bothe repent they2z myſdede, 
but bothe they go a waye from the 
face of our loꝛde / in vohome onely is 
mercy and plentiful redemtion from 
ſynnes . Foꝛ thus ye rede of Layne: 
And Cayn goynge avoaye from the 
face of our loꝛde, dwelled war 
a gate ing countrey toward the Eft, 
| | dc. 


Lone Concia 5. 
Ic « And Judas departynge from the 


N He is vnhappy/ that ſo 
rom the face of te mercye 0 
that he rcturneth nat agayn. 


2 | 


theaneth, vohan he ſayth : wepe nat 
for the deed, ne mourne nat fo: hym: 
bewapyle hym with wepynge / that 
goeth out, bycauſe he returneth no 
moꝛe agayne. He voyll nat haue the 
deed to be wept foꝛ / bycauſe ſome- 
tyme he muſt aryſe agayne . Heſhuld 
be wayled / with all maner voepyng, 


the welle of euerlaſtynge lyfe, and 
doth neuer returne agayn by pence, 
from thens he went. 

He the pꝛodigall and rigtous child 


vente awaye into fer countreye, he 


lefte the houſe of his mooſte louyng 
father: but he is returned home a- 
gain. Peter ſwarued far fro our loꝛd/ 


mhileſoſode tym tle ſhortly 


after 


banket of ſaynctes returneth me 


This is he I thynke / that Jeremias 


that turneth hym ſelfe awaye from 
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De mſſericordis 
aaſtter he came agayne, whan he re- 
_— membred the woꝛd that Jeſus ſpake 
he beganne to wepe bitterly. He had | 
forgotten hym ſclfe / but whanne +» 
he camme to hym ſelfe agayne / he 
retourned to Jeſus . Lyke wyſe 
Eſaie cryeth out: Remembre ye this, 
and be ye confounded. and you ſyn- 
ners come to your harte agayne . Pe 
ter remembꝛed hym felſe, and retur- 
ned to his harte: the ſtony hart was 
taken from hym, ⁊ the pomiſe hart / 
out of the whiche no dꝛop of teares 
coude be got, a fleſhlic hart woas gy- 
ue him out of the which anon ſpꝛang 
a welle of teres, verye bitter foꝛ the 
ſoꝛowe of penance, but holſome fo? 
the innocency to hym reſto2ed . But 
Judas is nar returned to Jeſus, but 
he wente awoaye to the pꝛeſtes and 
phariſees, he yelded agayne that 
woofulle money / from thens he ron 
to the ſnarc, and bꝛake a ſonder. 
Theſe thynges our loꝛde ſuſſred a- 
e monge 
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mog his diſciples foꝛ our inſtruetiõ. . 
ye le ho woe diuers woas the ende of 
two apoſtles ſynnyng. Judas, that 4 
was ſo oſte pꝛouoked by our loꝛdes 9 
-mekenes to be ſoꝛy ⁊ amend, ſtacke 
ſtil in his wicked purpoſe. But Peter 
at the lokynge of Jeſus vpon him /re 
mẽèbꝛed our loꝛdes ſayeng / ⁊ by ⁊ by 
he knevo hym ſclfe / and as vnwoꝛ⸗ 
thy of our loꝛdes pꝛeſence, he dꝛewoe 
-abacke, nat to ha nge hym ſelſe, bur 
to voepe, that is, nat to deſpeyꝛe, but 
to remedy. Judas falovoynge Cayn/ 
the auctour of this miſchiefe, axnovo 
legid truly the greatnes of his ſynne: 
but he remembꝛed nat the wordes of 
our loꝛde / that euery where in holy 
ſcripture do pꝛouoke ys to retourne, 
that ſtere vs to do penance / and that 
pꝛomiſe ys mercy . Foꝛ what padge 
io in holy ſcripture / that ſoundethe 
nat the mercye of god ? I ſpeake nat 
only of the ne voe teſtament, whiche 
is the la we of grace, but alſo of the 
x4 | olde 


1 N 2 
* 


. 5 4 
n AN * * 
"Va. * 
10 
0 Ine” 
{egy 
| 2 
* | ws 
bh 4 * 
J * 
** - l 
4 
. 


De miſcricordis | 
dere is tought 
moe rigoꝛous. | | ..=- 
Leet vs here howe gentilly our lotde : 
in the pꝛophete Vieremie / vnder the 
perſone of the ſpouſe that leueth her 
'huſbande/and — her eue- 
ry 22 to euery bodye, he 3 
4 48 meth his penaunce: Zurne 
5 Kier. z. to me asche Fe chyldren retour- 

5 nynge ageyne / ſayth our loꝛde, ſoꝛ: _ 
am your huſ bande. And in Job our 
loꝛd openetꝑ the eare of the ſynners, 
that he maye coꝛrecte them: and he 
ſpeaketh that they ſhulde retourne 
from voyckednes. But they be woꝛet⸗ 
ches that ageynſte this oure loꝛdes 

voyce ſtop their eares lyke the deſſe 
ſerpent, that ſtoppeth her cares fo: 
the nones, leſte ſfteſhuld here the en- 
chanter woyſely . To day (laythethe 
Pn yf ye mowe here his yoyce, 
ye be nat harde harted. Lo day 
is ours; as longe as we be in this 
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er natto N 0% CP 22 
ze ys to do pengunce/ neem — 
yngetozgyuenes redye pre ret 
it ſayd J foꝛgyuenes ? The mer 
god is mode / vohich pzomyſeth 
| to them that retourne to god, apte» _. 
cious gyft. Foꝛ this we rede in Job: Job. 28. 
IF 808 wylt retourne to almygyhtx 
Bod, thou ſhalte:Be-edifyed , and 
: ſhalte voyde wyckednes Hire from 
- thy tent *foterthe he ſhall gyue the a 
ynte ſtone, and ſoꝛ a flynt {one gol» I 
den ryucrs. 3 4 
Letvs here the mercy of our ide x 0 
in Eſaie ſterynge vs to repentance :Jf Eſa,z1..] | 
ye ſeke e. he) ſeke; retourne and. 
- come: if ye ſcke thende of yuels, ſeke 5 
it nat of the chylderne of menne / n 
whom is no ſaluation / noꝛ of enchan 
- touts, noꝛ by Rangynge your ſelfe: 
| but aſke it or me ,that glone bothe On 
* redy to foꝛgyue.Onely re. 
from thofethinges, that ye R 
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| | | no other god but J: Sod iuſte and 


Ageyne in the ſame ptophete 
enticynge all mankynde to hym, he 
ſayth: Am not J a loꝛdtand there is 


holy is none beſyde me, retourne to 
me, and ye ſhalbe ſaued al the coſtis 
of the erth, foꝛ J am god, and there 
is none other. Theſe woꝛdes oure 
loꝛde ſpeketꝶ to gentylles, idol woꝛ⸗ 
ſhyppers, to mankyllers , churche 
robbers, lechers / blaſphemers: and 
thou w:etche, wolte thou deſpeire T 
tourne awoay from our loꝛde: | 
In olde tyme wan ſynne rayned 
ynpuniſhed amonge ſolke / the mercy 
of god ſemed to be dꝛawen within 
the narowe boundes of Judee. But 
by the goſpell mercye dydde ſpꝛeede 
ouer all coſtes of the wozlde : * — 
remye alſo he thictcneth them that 
be obſtinate ee he 1 — 
oꝛgiuenes redy pꝛepared, that repet 
a gmede: Ifthat folke (ſaith he) voil 
do penaunce for theyꝛ lynne ,that } * 


haue ſpoken ageynſt them / J wyl al⸗ 8 
ſo do penance vppon the 


„ J thought haue done them. And he 
that a lyttell before, thꝛetned viſtruc- 

tion, pluckyng vp by the rootes and 
ſparkling abtode/ptomiſeth thinges 
contrary/and ſodeinly ſayth : J wyl 
ſpeke of the people ⁊ realme / that j 
may edifye it, and that J may plant 
it. Lyke woyſe in Ezcchiel he nat one- 
ly promiſeth him pardon, that foꝛſa- 
keth ſynne , but alſo that he wolde 
foꝛgette all the ſynnes that he hadde 
doone befoꝛe: Fort vohanne he hadde 
afoꝛe remembred all ſoꝛtis of miſ- 
cheues and dampnable dedes, he 
ſaythe : If the wycked man voylle 
doo pengunce foꝛ all the ſynnes that 
he hath w:ought, and voyll kepe all 
my commaundementes, and voylle 
do iudgement and Juſtyce : he ſhall 
lyue and ſhall nat dye: J woylle nat 
remembꝛe all the iniquities that he 
hathe wioughte » Js hit my 
— H 2 wyl - 
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_ will (fayth our loꝛde) that a f 
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ſhoulde dye, and nat rather 


ſhoulde be conuerted Frome biefy n⸗ 


nes and lyne ? And alyttell lowers 
Be ye conuerted and do penaunce for 
al your ſynnes, and your wyckednes 
ſhall nat diſtroy you: thꝛowe aweye 
all your oſſences, whereby ye haue 
greſſed: and make you a newe 
harte and a newoe ſpirite. And why 
dye ye the howoſe of Iſrael ? Bycauſe 
7 wyl nat the deth of the dienge crea 
ture — our loꝛde) returne ageine 
and come to me. 


hy deſpeireſt thou wꝛetche, ſyth 
god-for this intent fente dovone his 
tonne into this worlde , that thou 
ſhuldeft: haue good hope: — 
{ee ere I 
mercy in the myd- 


ſelfe vndoute 
. of whomDau 
haue retciued thy 
devo e be in 

I enbꝛace n 


we 
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ſinner b 
conuerted and lyue. Here this voyce 
. thou vnhappy ſynner: Make of deed 
ly lepe, ryſe ageyn with Chꝛiſt, tat 
thou mayſt ly ue in hym. For he reui⸗ 
ued: to thentent that the det of ſyn. 
ſhulde nat al way poſſeſſe the. And if 
any body ſuſpecte / that this mercye 
of god is nat prepared, noꝛ redy/ but 
foꝛ theſe that commytte fevwoe and 
lyght ſynnes / let hym here what our 
loꝛde with a clere voyce pꝛomyſeth: 
M han ſo euer a 2 
his ſynnes J wyllfor 


rozget all his ini⸗ 
quities . He excepteth 


o kynd of ſyn, 


*titude of offences. Be ſoꝛy onely,and 
ſoꝛgetfulnes of all thy ſinnes paſte/is 
redy. Fo: ſmalle offences, withoute 
which mans frailtie lyueth nar, we 
call dayely vppon the mercy of god, 

gyenge. Forgyuc vs as we foꝛgyue 
ess that offende vs: And woc be 
Herde, yf we here oure neyghboutre 
n pꝛay - 


ut rather that ke fande be 


bewaylete 


he pondreth nat the greatnes o⁊ mul 
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5 E 
ym. And alſo amonge deedly ſyn- 
nes there is a certayne oꝛder; as 9g- 
monge menne / ſomme ſlepe nat very 
ſoundely ſo that with a lyttell whi- 
ſtrynge, they awake: there be that 
ſlepe more depelye , that one muſte 
ſpeake loude to wake theym: there 
be that ſlepe mooſte depely / that v⸗ 
neth with great tuggynge they voyll 
avoake: So with god ſome be lygh- 
ter deed/ ſome moꝛe greuouſly / and 
ſome moſte greuouſly.But no kynde 
of dethe is ſo deſperate and deedly, 
that he with his voyce dꝛyuttꝶ nat 
away at whole yoyce alſo they riſe 
ageyne , that were deed in theyr 
graues: and no manne is taken with 
1 ſo depe ſſumbꝛe of dethe/ that is nat 

1 by hym reyſed. 25 
1 This thꝛefold difference of ſynners 
" the deuoute interpꝛeters of Holye 
G *ſcriptures ſuppoſe to be ſygnifyed 
++ to ys, by the thꝛee cooꝛſes / that as 
8 - WC 


[ , 7 P 4 
we rede, were reyſed from death to 


lyſe by our loꝛde Jeſu. The mayſter 


of the ſinagoges daughter / a mayde 
of. xii. yere of age / he reyſed in the 
houſe, a ſevoe beinge admitted to ſee 
it, and he foꝛbade to telle a bꝛoode / 
what was done. Theſe be they,that 
_ nat of purpoſed malice, but ei- 


mannes frailnes , be ſoo ſlyden in to 
ſomme ſynne / that they be nat yet 
obſtinate in yuell , no: yet no fo vole 
rumour runneth of that myſdede. 
Oure loꝛde Jeſus lyghtely reyſethe 
thoſe with puttynge forth his hand/ 
hydynge they: fylthynes , and p20 
uydynge foꝛ theyꝛ ſhamefaiteneſſe / 
But he reyſed be the woydo voes 
ſonne with moꝛe buſyneſſe . Nowe 
the carkes was caryeng toward the 
. and as they woere goinge o ur 


moued with the ſely woomans we⸗ 
ping / bad them ſtande ſtyl, that bare 
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by ſlepꝛeneſſe of aege / oꝛ by 


2de mette with theym / he beinge . 


r 


ere /and rey ſed the yonge man. 

alte he ſittetꝑ vp: ſoone after he 
xketh ſhouly after he ſkippeth out 
ofthecoffyn ⁊ is delivered to his mo 
ther agayn. Theſe be they vndouted 
ly; that be ſo fer ironne in ſynue, that 
they by infamy can nat be reclaymed 
tom ſynnyng; they by open penance 
Ipxttell and lyttell be rey ſed agayne to 

_ Ife.Heſittch vp whiche foꝛſakyng 
ſynne / lyfteth vp ſelfe to the pur 
poſe of a better lyſt᷑: he ſpeketh,that 
confeſſyng h is ſoule ſynncs, aknowo⸗ 
legeth the mercy of god. lie is yelded 
to his mother a lyue / that aſter all 
remedyes accompliſhed is reſtoꝛed 
to the cõmunion of the church agein. 
1 10. 11. But Laſarus dyd no wee ſtinke in his 
13 graue. e is bewayled oncly of his 
deſperat frẽdes: here Jeſus byddeth 
to ſhewe hym the graue, he vepeth; 
he makethe gryſely ſoune with his 
mouthe, and is troubled in ſpirite, 
he commgndcth to take awaye the 
| 4 ſtone 
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lee ene, 60 
ſtone /c with a loud voice he biddeth 


him to cde forth:he comith foꝛth/but 
he is bound, he is loſed; ⁊ ſo at laſte 


was no great thynge foꝛ our loꝛde to 
reyſe a carkeys that laye.ilii. dayes 
deed it is a greater mayſtric /to reyle 
a ſynner, that. xl.yeres lyued nat, but 
lay ſtyll ſtynkynge and defiled with 
all maner of fylthy ſynne: A chylde 
ſayth Eſaie of an _— yeres ſhgl 
dye / and a (inner of an hundꝛed yeres 


ſynner our loꝛde Jeſus woyll youche- 


hym callynge . Hecryeth dayly;ariſe 
mayden,aryſe yonge man, com ſoꝛth 


. Lazar. Buthelas many being moꝛe 


than deed / here nat his yoyce calling 
vs agayne to lyſe. But what other 
thynge is to here / but to beleue ? In- 
credulite oꝛ harde belefeſtoppecth the 
eares of wicked folkes/t yoice 


of holy ſcripture can nat 


heis yelded to his ſyſters agay n. It 


ſhalbe acurſed. And the ſelfe ſame 


e in to 
H 18 theyꝛ — 


ſafe to reiſe, ſo that he at laſt wil here 
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they: myndes . Lette vs pꝛaye the 
mercy of god / that he wyll youche- 
ſafe to ſounde _ _—_— his — 
mighty voice / and to ſynge it to thoſe 
— and deſperate folke: Thou 
deſſe and dome ſpirite, J commande 
the, get the out of this man, ⁊ entre 
no mote into him. 
Nowe to the eude ye may ſe moꝛe 
| playnly howe redy the mercy of god 
| is to hym that dothe repente and a- 
nl zi. mende, here Dauid: J haue ſayd, J 
.wyll aknovolege agaynſte me / myn 
vnrightouſnes to our loꝛde: ⁊ thou 
haſte foꝛgyuen me the wickednes of 
| my ſynne. Nat onely to one confeſs 
| oF but myndynge to be confeſſed, 
tze mercy of godrunneth . Be ſory- 

ST $ confeſſe the, but let it be aſoꝛe god. 
Dany wayle aſoꝛe men / they wepe 
in the ſyghte of people, they confeſſe 
them to men, they rente they: clo- 
thes / but it is afoꝛe the people / they 
weare the geare, they ſpꝛyncle aſhes 
' no 


; 


on they hetd, but it is afore the peo» 
ple. Vohiche thynges if they were 
done before god, that is to ſay / with 

all the harte / with a pure affection, 


and rente (ſaythe he) your hartes / 
and nat your garmentes. Foꝛ god 
wylle nat deſpiſe a contrite and an 
humble harte. Lette vs wepe e(ayrt 
the pſalme voꝛiter) befoꝛe god,that 
made vs. Many faſte, but nat the 
ſaſte that our loꝛde wylleth : manye 


chaunge they: raymente , but they 


it is ſo that theſe thynges alſo muſte 
be done amonge menne, that they, 
whome our malyce pꝛouoked to 
ſynne , maye be calledde agayne by 
penaunce to amende . But theſe 
thynges are vnpꝛofytablye done 9- 
monge the people / excepte that t 
be fyꝛſte doone in the ſyghte of god. 
. — conſeſſed his ſynne, but 


au ende 65. 


the mercye of ceſſeth nat. Cut. 


change nat they: affection . And yet 


was to the Phariſees : yf he 
had 


Iohel, 2 


Pſal. £0. | 


S Oſce, 12, 


| Sai 


hadconfeſſed um dom lende, by a 


by the mooſte mylde 


mercye of our 


Der ee 1 | 


thende our confeſſion, maye be moze 
acceptable to god; Oſee the prophete 
ſheweth to vs alſo the fourme of con 
feſſion; Take (ſaythe he) with you 


woꝛdes / and returne to our loꝛde / 


and ſay to hym, Take awaye all ini- 
quite from ys, and receyue good, 7 
we ſhall gyue the agayne the calues 
of our lyppes. Let vs alſo-that haue 
wandꝛed manye voayes, returne to 
hym agayne, that alone takethe a- 
waye the ſynnes of the woꝛlde, the 
vwhiche ſoꝛ our ſynnes / ſhed his pe» 
cious blude, let ys ſay to hym: Take 
away from vs all the ylle / that we 
haue 2 w2ought , What fre 
ly And receyue good, what good? 
Che calues of our lyppes . We ſhall 
gyue thankes to thy. mercye, wher⸗ 
to we be. bounde fot eucrye good 
dede we dydde after our falle, * 
Ilte 


| 8 * Ce - þ | 
ſhalte take from vs / that that is 
ours / and ſhalte receiue of vs that 
that is thyne . ye but ſe howe well 
with hym accoꝛdethe the pꝛophet 
Johel / expꝛeſſynge the ſame ſentente 
with other woꝛdes / foꝛ whan god 
by hym had ſharply thꝛetned thoſe, 
that regarded nat his mercye, that 
was to them offered, this he bꝛyn- 


lohel. 2. 


geth in after warde: Returne to your = 


god for he is myld and mercyful pa- 
ciente and of moche mercye / and re- 
penty 
neſſe of thy ſynnes ouerthꝛowethe 
the / but the greatnes of goddis mere 
cye can lyſte the vppe agayne / ſe by 
ho woe many wayes the pꝛophet am- 
ufieth it. e is gentil / oꝛels in greke / 
e is mercy full. £houghe this was 
inough,; that we ſhulde nat deſpcire, 
yet he addeth : And hauynge pitye, 
that we maye vnderſtande, that he 
nat only. helpeth vs, but alſo is ſoꝛye 
foꝛ our iuels. And yet gercwyitꝶ nat 
413 * bcinge 


e vppon malice. The great- 
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beinge content, he addeth this word | 
pacient, that is to ſay eaſy / and no- 
thynge haſty to take vengeance / lyke 

as humayn mercye is lyghtly turned +] 
to dyldayne. And yet o ſynner thou 
deſpey:eſt . Herken therfoꝛe what 
foloweth. And of moche mercy . If 
thy ſyns be many, miſtruſt nat - mer- 
cy is moche . What remayneth now 
= but that thou muſt be conuerted,and | 
a go to hym, entiſynge the ? But if the © 
= unyſhemeutes of mercye feare the, 
herke and take coꝛage: And takynge 
repentance of his malice . De calleth 
the peynes and afflictions, that are 
due foꝛ our ſynnes malice, He taketh 
awaye [ynne, He forgyueth cuerlg- 
ſtynge peyne / that was deſcrued . 
What reſteth than r nothynge, but 
that thou ſhuldeſt gknowvwleg the mer 


cy of — | 
Vndouted this is it that folowweth 
in Johel. And he ſhal legue after him 
bleſſynge 5 ſacrifice to our loꝛde god. 
| Trulye 


5 


| ” OT I ON EEO 
Trulye this is hit that Oſee ſayde: 
Thecalues of the lyppes, that is to [2-4 
ſaye, ſacrifice of pꝛeyſe and thanke rad 
' SYUuynge. „55 
If a ſhulde greuouſly ⁊ ofte affende 
a moꝛtalle man, howe harde i s the 
makynge at one, hovve mindethe he 
the w2onges, hovwe flowlye aſſwa⸗ 
geth the angre, howe liahtiye foꝛ a 
trifyll falleth he in the olde grudge, 
| Rowe frowardly aſketh he amendis 
for the offence: and yet if they ſo re- 
ceiue them in fauour agayne / they be 
called gentyl. God beinge ſo ofte of- 
fended / wyllingly p2ouoketh vs to 
repentaunce, he entyceth vs to foꝛ- 
yuenes, he pardoneth thꝛetninges, 
- ſoꝛgyueth helle peyne / he offreth 
fo2 puniſhment benignite, yea, and he - 
nat only turneth his face toward the 
ſynner mending © repentyng, but yo 
untarily he meteth hym turnyng a- 
\gayn,x with his armes ſpꝛed abꝛode 
wol enbꝛace him, conuerted. Vn- 
| doured 
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# douted the fame is it that he pꝛomi⸗ 
Zach. i. ſeth in Zacarie: Turn ye to'me(ſayth 
ds the loꝛde of oſtis) and J wyll tourne 
to you, ſayth the loꝛde of oſtis. 
Mhat is that to ſay / Turne ye to me? 
aknowoledge your voꝛetchednes, and 
deſyꝛe me mercye. What is: and J 
wyll turne to you? By and by J, of 
a reuenger and puniſger / being made 
an helper, wyll helpe foꝛwarde your 
parpoſes; that ye can nat bꝛynge to 
paſſe by your ovoneſtrengthes, that 
ye may opteyn it by my fauour. No 
man coude holſomly hate this ſynne - 
but if god grantedit, except god take 
away the ſtony harte, and putte in a 
fleſſhye harte / but yf foꝛ a defyled 
harte he woꝛke in ys a cleane harte, 
excepte foꝛ an yl ſpirite, e rene we in 
our bowels a good iuſt ſpirite. But 
why take I this labour, to reherſe 
ſome olde places of ſcripture / whis- 
che declaren the meruaylous mercys | 
of god? All rhe ſcripture of > 
| | te | 
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teſtament all aboute/ pzeacheth/: ſyn⸗ 
geth, and layeth befoꝛe vs the mercy 

. of god. And where be thoſe frantike 

fooles rather than herityckes ; that 

of one make tvoo goddis, one of the 
olde teſtament, that was onely iuſte 
and nat good: the other of the newe 
that ſhoulde be onely good and nat 
iuſte , coude they nat atte the leaſte 
bwoyſe here this ſonge, that is ſo of- 
ten tymes-reherſed in the Pſalme. 

Ervii. Aknovolege to god, that he is 

good / and that his mercye is in all 

wotldes. 

"Whereis madde IDanicheus , that 

taught in his bokes / that he that ſpe 

keth to vs ſo louyngely by his pꝛo- 
phettes / and that dydde oꝛdeyne 

Moyſes lave, was no veraye god, 

but one of-the wycked dyuels. The 

ſelfe ſame is god of bothe the lawes, 
the ſame trouthe, the ſame Mercye 
by. Theſu Chꝛiſte oure lozde , ſaue 


8 


Ain Doyſes lawe be ſhadowes, 
1 | m. 
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De miſericordiẽ 
Soſpelle is trouthe: in the o- 


in the 


ther was pꝛomyſe, in this is perfoꝛ 


mance ; in that was moche © greatte 
mercy towarde the Jevyes, here is 
the holle welle of mercye / 02 rather 
the ſee, that hath flowoen ouer all na- 
tions of the holle woꝛlde, by whi- 
che flode the ſynnes of all moꝛtall cre 
gtures are waſhed ⁊ ſcoured away. 
Surely this was the happy floudde 
of mercy : the olde floudde (a ſewoe 
beinge ſaued )] diſtroyed the ſynners: 
this holſome floode voaſſheth away 
the ſynnes, and ſaueth al that beleue 
in the ſonne of god. De that in bokes 
of the old teſtamet pzomilſeth the He 
brewes, willynge to repente and a- 
mende / ſoꝛgyuenes: the ſame beinge 
pꝛeſent in the goſpell, crieth to euery 
man: Com to me all that labour and 
be loden / ⁊ I woyl refreſhe you. Take 
my yock vpon you, and ye ſhall finde 
reſt foꝛ your ſoules. For my yocke is 
ſwete / and my burthen lygkt. 
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Rede the lyſe of Chꝛiſte ouer and o- 
uer, what thynge els ſe ye therin / but 
- continuall mercy towarde euery bo- 


dye : He healed ſycke folke freely, he 


fedde the hungry/he ſuccoured them 


that were in peryll, he made lepers 


holle and clene / he gaue the blynde 
their ſyght / and reſtoꝛed to the lame 
their limmes / he dꝛoue away diuels, 
he reyſed deed men to lyfe, he aſſoy- 
led them that were repentaunt. A- 
geyne,ſcrche oute all his teachynge/ 
what other thynge dothe it ſauer, 


By howe many parables p:intethe 
he the ſame in our myndes, that we 


than excedynge great mercy of god? 


ſhulde ſlyde no waye ? Fo: vohat o- 


ther thynge ſheweth the parable of 
the ſhepe broughte ageyne on the 
ſheperdes ſhulders : Of the pece of 
money loſt ⁊ found, Of the hole folke 
that nede no phiſition:Of the ſeruar, 
to whom all his duetie is gyuen: A- 


gein of the vſerer, that 


foꝛgaue both 
12 the 


? ICs 10. 
I Luc.16. 
= Luc. 15. 


toſour loꝛdithat thyzſteth none other 


SOT. De miſericordia |, 
Tac, rs. thedettours: Of the publican #'Pha- 


riſee: Of him that voas hurte grauai 
linge by the way / whom the Sama . 
ritan heled: Of the ſte vo ard curteyſe 
to his dettours , ⁊ fraudulent to his 
loꝛde . Of the ryottous chylde recei- 
ued ageyne ? And the very cleapynge 
of the goſpelle / dothe it nat by and 
by pꝛomiſe mercy? What pzomiſeth 
hit? To blynde ſyghte, to pꝛiſoners 
pardon / to the bzoken/holencs , and 
ſhoꝛtely to ſpeake / a yere acceptable 


thynge but mans ſaluation . 

'Nowe the ſame name of Jeſu, that 
is of a ſauiour / vohat other thynge 
pꝛomyſeth it, but ſaluation and mer- 
cye? If he hadde pꝛoclaymed hym 
ſelfe a iudge / it hadde bene ſomme- 
wohatte, voherfore one ſhoulde haue 
bene afrayde / novoe thou hereſt (ge 
uiour / and deſpeyꝛeſt thou of ſaluge 
tion? Andfynallye to the ende that 
truſte of ſaluation myght ſeme moe 
v1 cer- 


* ſhulde 


n 


certayne / bycauſe it wolde ſeme vn⸗ 
ly kely, that ſo great a lake of ſymies 
wherwith al mankynd was deffled, 
be pourged and clenſed with 
the bloudde of gootis and calues:Hhe 
the very ſonne of god got vp on the 
aulter of the croſſe, and foꝛ our ſyn- 
nes, he offered hym ſcife moſte effec- 
tual ſacriſice to ſatiſſie foꝛ a our ſyn 
nes. And hanging on the ſame croſſe / 
he pꝛayed foꝛ theym that crucifyed 
hym, fo: them that reuiled and ray- 
led vpon gym: and thynkeſt tou /a 
kno volegynge thy ſynne and ſoꝛo vo- 
fully beſechynge his mercy, that he 
wyll deny the fozgyuenes ? Truſte to 
hym / that is ſo mercyfull , and thou 
ſhalte fynde mercy : whatte thynge 
is hit that faythe opteyneth nat of 


ſicion, is his ovone lette / that he can 
nat haue his helth ageyne. Truly ſo 
moch godinclineth to the prayers of 
wꝛetches crienge to him, that he gy- 
13 ueth 
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De miſericordis 
ueth.mercy at one other mis payers 
if he haue a good hope with hym: - 
The Canone crieth to him, and hir 
dgughter is made holle: the Centu - 
rion truſteth; and his ſeruant is re⸗ 
ſtoꝛed to his helthe : the maiſter of 
the Synagoge pꝛayethe / and his 
daughter is relyued: the father de- 
ſireth/ and hi s ſonne is delyuered of 
a voycked dyuell. The apoſtels crie: 
O loꝛde ſaue vs, we p:ryſſhe, ⁊ they 
be all ſaued. Jn many folkes he ta- 
ried pat the pꝛayers of the mouthe/ 
he ſeeth'the fayth of the cariers,and 
ſayth to the man ſycke of the palſey. 
Truſte ſonne , thy ſynnes be foꝛgy⸗ 
uen the. The mother only, and they 
that went with her wepte , and the 
yonge man that was deed, ariſeth; 
Martha and Mary do nothyng but 
wepe; and Lazer relyucth . Mary 
the ſynner vepeth, ſhe annoynteth⸗ 

and kyſſeth our lozdes feete, and ſhe 
Rereth;£ hy ſynncs be foꝛgiuen "= 
| c 


= domini _ 
pꝛayetg ynough 
geth his ſyckenes: he prayeth vehes 
mently; that wepet and hopeth. 

F Thewoman diſeaſed with blo- 
dy flixe / pꝛiuely toucheth the garmer 
of Jeſu, and ſoꝛthe with ſhe felre rhe 
power of mercy commynge fo:the. 


Lykewiſe we rede that many other 


mentes of Jeſu. So redy his mercy 
is every where, and at euerye occa- 
ſion he ſuccoureth wzetches. If thou 
darſte nat calle vpon Jheſus, if thou 
canſt nat touche Jeſus / at leſt touche 
pꝛiuely the ſ kyꝛte of his garmente, 
go to ſome holy man /in vwhome this 
vertueſhyneth / that with his p2a- 
yers he may commende the to oure 
mercyfull lozde . Foz by them often 
tymes he putteth fozthe his power / 
beinge redye on euerye ſyde to gyue 
ſaluation to euerye manne . 


14 


that 


were cured / by touchynge the gar- 


or that entent hecamthis was the 
ſoode / _ with he was ſedde, 
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. bewayleth, 


that hemyghte dꝛa we ſynners to re⸗ 
pentance. And in the boke of Seneſis 
alſo, vohgn voycked folke by theyꝛ 
miſcheuous dedes had pꝛouokid the 
woꝛath of our loꝛde, yet at the prayer 
of Abaaham our loꝛde had fozgyuen 
manye cities that were appoynted 
to be diſtroyedde, if he coude haue 
founde.x.good men amonge the peo- 
ple. The people of Iſrael had deſer- 
ued to be diſtroyed / and yet our loꝛd 
at the pꝛayers of Moytes; reſtray - 

nethe the ſworde of vengeance 0 
blynde and vnkynde folke, that re- 
garde nat the mercy of our loꝛd/that 
is ſo metyng ; Iſo redy euery where: 
but mote ynhappy be they that wil- 
lyngely deſpeyre of that, that frelye 
is offered tem. He is lightlye plea- 
ſed that is nat willinge to be reuen- 
ged. Foz what thynge ſounecth this 
voyce: And vohy dye ye the houſe of 
Jſracl ? Agayne in an other place he 
that he all the daye had 


ſpꝛed 


Ae nien 
— — 


gayne in Micheas Dy p 
11 baue J done to thejor 
in haue I greued the /anfroeremnes 

LykevoyſcinEſaie: Vohat is it, that 
J oughte to haue done mote to my 
vyne; and haue nat done it ? Our loꝛd 
doth euery thynge, that he myghte 
ſaue vs;and woe voylfully caſte away 
hope of ſaluacion? In te goſ er - 
ſoo. he wepethe foꝛ Hieruſalem, 
vohiche + anon obſtinacy os chene 
Ccauſed diſtruction ofit:ſelfe : Ho 
| OY he) wolde. ] haue gethe⸗ 
the to gether / as the hen 


red 


ne ge⸗ 


thereth — chekyns vnder her wyn 


ges / and ye wolde not Our mooſte 
mercyfull loꝛde wepeth, tꝑat he can 
not lefully ſaue vozetches; and: my 
ſtruſte woe hym, as thoughe he wold 
nat ſaue vs ? Jn the goſpelle all the 
houſe rumblethe foꝛ ioye / that the 
chylae that was deed / relyued a- 


J5 gayne 
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i 208 De miſericordie' 
; gayne; that the periſhed; was teco- 
_ Lered agaeyne. He, the good father 
5170 exhorteth the hollt companye of an- 
gels and ſayutestoreioyce all to ge- 
5 cher chor one ſynber io bzoughte a⸗ 
gayne to penaunce, and doſte thou 
wꝛetche diſpeire, and ddeſt thou. en- 
ute thyne o vone ſaluation / and to 
our loꝛde ſo paſſynge great ioye? 
Beleue we that he, whomethe deth 
— — whonie the con- 
wycked folke gladdeth/ 
— 8 denye ſoꝛgyuenes to them, that 
be ſoꝛpe and amende r Heicallethe e- 
uerye bodye to the bꝛiqale : he woyll 
haue his houfe full / yea he compel- 
leth the blynde and lame to enter in 
to his houſe : Mhy tarieſt thou be⸗ 
hynde wyeche? wohy canſte nat thou 
be dꝛů voen from the draffe of ſwynet 
Mohy ſtriueſt thou agaynſte te mer - 
cy of our loꝛde *Lbuſtei is the voyſe⸗ 
dome of god This woyſedome 
45 ſay the Salomon) departed 2 
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= 
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Prouer, 1. 


1 | 69 

oſher fathcrs houſe, came into this 
woꝛlde, preacheth. openly, and her 
voyre is herde in the ſtretes. She 
criethe in the fronte of multitudesyin 
the woickettes of the cite gates; ſhe 
ptonounſeth oute her woꝛdes , ſays 
enge: Doe long wyl ye loue child 
hed lyttell babes; and foles couette 
thynges noyfullto them,and;yudiſe 
crete hate counnynge ? Tourne you 
to me correction. Beholde J wailput 
forth my ſpirite to you / and J Mall 

ſheweyoumy woꝛ des. | 
* * — her is moꝛe .folyſte ) 


OG euerlaſtynge goodes ? 
ED is; greater wyſedome / than 


by ſhoꝛte ſuſſerance to gette immoꝛ⸗ 
talite : Therfoꝛe al they be madde, 
that continue in ſynne: they be voyſe, 
that chaunge they: lyſe in to better. 
With vohat greatte labours ſerche 
we oute the mooſte vyle thynges 
—monge metalles / and this ſo greate 
IE treaſure 


anſitoꝛy thynges. to 


78 155 06 ie pe ""» 
treaſure beynge oſſred to vs and-fre- 
ly offered, we deſpiſen / 02 elles that 


is mote folyſhe-yve deſpeyꝛen ? Sod 


kumayne Tiches is conſumed ingys 
uynge avoaye: the treaſure of mercy . 
can nat be conſumed. And this wyll 

J adde therto, that I may the moꝛe 
put euery body from deſpeyꝛe of for 
gyuenes. God hat bound his faith 
to man, and as Paule ſayth / he can 
nat deny hym ſelf. De refuſethnat to 
be blamed if he not that that 
be pꝛomyſeth Foꝛ ſo he ſpeketh in 


Eſa, 1, 


euery ſyde: Be yevoaſhed; be clene; 
take avoaye from my ſyghte your 
yuellthoughtes, celle to do wicked- 
ly,lertie to do well, ſeke iugemente / 
ſuccour rhe oppreſſed / deale trulye 
with the oꝛphan, vefende the voy» 
dove, and come ye and rebuke me, 
ſayth our loid. Thou hereſt this ſyn 
ner / what thyng els requyꝛeth our 

LENS mers 


is riche in mercye . The treaſure f 


Eſaie to the people beinge defyled on 


daoini Concio. 70 
att ese Av aieſ tee ner 

 Eynge o yfe ? And leſt the enoꝛ- 
1 — of ſynnes ſhulde ouerpꝛeſſe thy 
mynde, here the foꝛgyuenes of them 

all redye. If your ſynnes (ſaythe he) 
were as ſkarlette,they ſhall be made 
as white as ſno voe: and if they were 
as redde as okeꝛ / they ſhall be as 
whyte as wolle. If ye wyll, and ye 
maye here me / ye ſhall eate the goo- 
des of the erthe ? Mho is ſo madde, 
that wil nat be ſaued?Yohat is more 
eaſy, than to here our moſte louyng 
father, nothynge commaundynge, 
but that that perteyneth to our fe- 


may here. No man maye ſaue hym 
that voyll nat Saluation commeth 
by ſaythe / aud faythe by herynge. 

The word of helth is nere in thy hert 
and in thy mouth. Loke thou ſhutte 
nat vp the eares of thy hart. Now if 
8 kyng ſhuld ſey thus to his enmies, 
cd to uche as be conuicted of hyghe 


4 
--# 


licitiez Jfye wyll ſaythe he, and ye 


treaſon? 
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treaſon: what ſoo euer is done" ant] 
ſte,'02 was entended hitperto I 
oꝛgyue it you all: mereye is rede 
fo: all 7 ſoo they from tens fort 
wolde abſteyne from lyke yl dedes; 
wolde nat euerye bodye ſpeake of 
the kynges wonderfull mertye, that 
neyther cruellye puniſſhethe theyꝛ 
bodyes, noꝛ confyſkethe they2 goos 
des : But god yea with reward e 
entiſethe vs to amende our Iyfe . ye 
ſhall eate (ſayth he) the goodes of 
the ert. But they be vtterly vu vo? 
thy to haue the fruicion of goodes of 
* this woꝛld, that by their vngratious 
dedes offende the gyuer of them all. 
But o, howe of mo2e pꝛetyous 


is it, that the goſpel pꝛomiſeth: j wil 
giue you a nevoe harte, Jwyllgyute 
you a newe ſpirite, wherby/of the di 
uels thꝛals / ye ſhall be made childꝛẽ 
of god: wherby ye ſhall be made m 
bꝛes of myn only begotten, ſonne / & 
wherby ye ſhall entre in to the here 

tage 


i Ire, yy d 


o—— 71 " 
of the kyngedome:of heuen | 
Ehis i is (layt de) my.well-beloued Mat.z. 
, ſorine, \bere int O thou Wen 
turneſt thyn earts from trouth, and 
turneſt to the tales of the Talmudi⸗ 
pk ge ? & x ynwile 

iloſopher;rohy utteit tyn eares 
this techer, and herkeneſte. 
— to and Ariſtotell 7 5 hee 
eden erer pꝛogeny of Eue 
the ſerpent voith vayne pꝛomiſes en⸗ 
tyſynge rue and hereſt 
nat the 28 of god callyng the to the 
companye of euerlaſtynge felycyte? 
Doo penance (ſayth he) ⁊ the kynge Katz. 
dome of heuen is at hande. The 
ſonne ptomiſeth,the father pledgeth 
it / the holy goſte in the mean whyle 
is gyuen as an erneſte 4 and 
douteſt thou to take and enbꝛace ſo 
greatte ſelicite offered vnto the? 
And there is none other voyce of 
thapoſtels than of our loꝛde. Doo 
eee 
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ed in the name of Igeſu Cheiſte vin 

remiſſion of your and ye ſhal 
er the gyſte of the holy gooſte. 
And a lyttell after : Repe yon frome 
this vngratious nation / that ye may 
be ſaued; leaue the ſpotted; the fyl⸗ 
thy / and the wꝛetched tyſe, and take 
euerlaſtyng lyfe. Souldiours, publi- 
cans, harlottes / idolwoꝛſhyppers, 
mankyllers, nigromancers, baudes; 
aduoutrers, rounne hyther. None 
is ſhur without, the paſſage to mer- 
ey lyeth egally open to all. The lyfe 
paſt is nat regarded /ſo one be repen- 


tant. Noꝛ thou ſguldeſt nat ſuppoſe 


this mereye of our loꝛde to ſtretche 
no farther than baptiſme / thoughe 
Montanus ſhutte the churche doꝛes 
agaynſte them that ſlyde after by 
tiſme, oure loꝛde neuer ſhutterh 
dooꝛe of the heuenly kyngedome. 
The entraunce into the churche by 
baptiſme is ones gyueh/ The' figure 
wherofthearke of Noe bereth; _ 
| y 


* + 


by the Mercye of Sod the feconde 
bourde is leſte to eche after the ſhyp 
woꝛacke / yea to come ageyne into the 
arke by penance. Foꝛ baptyme is nat 
tweyſe taken / as the dethe of Chiſte 
is nat rene wed, but the water of tea⸗ 
res dothe remayne, — no we 
the fylthy ſynnes ben waſhed away, 
the ſope of holſome contricion remai 
neth, and the herbe of Bouth. 


Truely they ought (to whome ones 


that were buryed with Lhiilte by 
baptiſme, rooſe with gym ageyne in 
anewelyte) to contynue with hym 


in that greatte gyſte, that they re- 


ll 


ued. But our pitifull and merci- 


ſoꝛ eche of vs euen to the [yues 


ende But bicauſethe day of dete 


49 vncertayne to euerye manne / all 


nat 


domini Concio. 72 


all ſynnes were freely foꝛgyuen / and 


loꝛde, kno voynge the wekenes of | 
mannes Nature, wylled that reme⸗ 
dye of penaunce houlde be redye 


euen to the laſte daye of theyꝛ lyſe / 


dothe pꝛolonge the remedye of pe- 


* De miſericordia - 
nat the o of god: but if they 


happe to ſlyde ageyn,by and bi they 


ſhoulde haſte to remedye, beſoꝛe the 
diſeaſe by continuaunce waxe vncue 
Table. Som in old tyme with righte 
greatte perylle / foꝛbaare baptyſme 


whome ſomme called badde ch:i- 
ſtiens, and ſome called them the ylle 
watered, as chuſtiens nat very true: 
but voith more ieoperdie the ſynner 


naunce, that is cucrye where redye. 
The chꝛiſtener is nat alway preſent / 
but lyenge in thy bedde thou mayſte 
conſeſſe thyn vnrightouſnes to our 
loꝛde, and pourpoleto amende thy 
Iyfe. One is nat alway pꝛeſente to 
vaſſhe thy bodye / teares be alwoaye 
pꝛeſente / with vohiche thou mayſte 
woaſlhe avoaye the fylthes of thy 
ſoule. And nat withoute a cauſe/ a 


doubte there is z-vohether the bap» 
time be eſſectual, wgerby whã there 
io 


cled with water than baptyſed. For 
they ſhevoed that they wolde a ſyn⸗ 
ned continually if they myght haue 
lyucd ſtyll. But moche moe ſouthly 
great lerned menne doubt, whether 
that penance be frutefull, that is p20. 


longed a purpoſe, and nowe depar⸗ 


tynge henſe they take it / and wolde 
nat take it, excepte deathe compelled 
them. Foꝛ lyke as ground ofte moi- 
ſted with hcucnly raine, bzyngethe 
forth naughte elles to His tyller, but 
thoꝛnes and voydes, is accurſed and 


foꝛ his goodnes obſtinatly deſpiſed, 
enducth the with a peruerſed mind. 
Wherſoꝛe the ſureſt way is; mooſte 
dere brethern,nat to pꝛolong the mes 
dynge of the lyfe / but by ⁊ by at the 
voyce of our loꝛ d callyng vs therto, 
to do of the old man, with his dede3 
and deſires, leeſt our loꝛde ſo ofte 
| R 2 


domini Concio. 73 
is no hope of lyſe, and were in the 
panges of deathe/woere rather ſpꝛin- 


caſte into the fy2e: ſo god otherwhile © 
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herde, wyll nat vs agey ne, cal- 


lynge to hym. Dꝛedefull is the voice / 
wherwith he thꝛetnethe them, that 
voylle nat here hym mercyfullye cal- 
lynge . Bycauſe (ſaythe he) J called 
you, and ye turned away: J reched 
foꝛth my hande,and there was none 
that wolde ſee it: ye deſpiſed all my 
counſayle / and ſet naught by my re- 
bukes : J alſo wyll laugh and ſcoꝛne 
in your diſtruction, wan it ſhall fall 
on you / that ye dꝛadde. Whan ſo- 
deyne calamitie ouerthꝛoweth / and 
ruine as a tempeſte daſſheth dovone, 
vwhan trouble and grefe aſſaylethe : 
than they voyll call on me / and J wyl 
nat here them. They ſhall ariſe yer- 


by, and they ſhall nat fynde me, by- 


cauſe-they hated my lernynge , and 
wold nat conceyue the dꝛede of they? 
loꝛde, and wolde nat reſte ypon my 
counſayle / and wolde woithdꝛawe 
frome all my coꝛrection. God punis- 
Nt coꝛ 
recte 


4 omini Concio. 74 
recte vs. At laſte whan our obſtacle- 
nes hath ouercome all remedies, he 


forſaketh vs, as being deſperate and 


leaueth ys with our owne free voyl. 
Lyke as a phiſition aſſayenge all that 
his crafte can do to putte awaye the 
diſeaſe / whan he ſeeth the pacient foꝛ 
ſake all medicines / at laſte he leueth 
hym with his ſyckenes , as he that 
wylle natlyue. Mercye (ſaythe the 
pſalme)and iudgement J wyll ſynge 
to the. The daye of iudgement aby- 
deth all after they ſhall be departed 
this lyfe. As long as this lyfe laſteth 
there is hope of mercye. Zherfoze 


of mercy. But they that lye in dieng; 
02 they that extreme olde aege op- 
pꝛeſſeth, novwe in a maner they lyue 
no mote . Here the counſaylle of the 
wyſe gebꝛe woe; what euer thou be 
that from daye to daye doſte dzawe 
the lyne of woyyckednes / and makeſte 
no ende of ſynnynge: Tourne the to 

3 K 3 our 


ö 


whyle thou lyueſt / beſeche our loꝛde 
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De miſenicordie 
our loꝛde (ſaith he) and foꝛſake thy 
ſynnes, Pꝛaye the face of our loꝛde/ 
and myniſhe thyn offences . Returne 
to our lo:de, and tourne avoay from 
thyne vngratiouſneſſe, and hate cur 
ſyng: and knowe the iuſtices ⁊ wh * 
mentes of god, and ſtande in the lot 
of pꝛopoſition and ſpeche of almigh- 
ty god / go into the rd of the iuſt 
woꝛlde with the lyu * and gys 
uynge confeſſion to god. Thou ſhul- 
deſt nat abyde in the errour of woyc⸗ 
ked folke, confeſſe the befoꝛe dethe. 
The Conſeſſion of one deed ; peryſ⸗ 
ſhethe as nothynge. Thou ſhalte 
confeſſe the lyuynge . Alyue and 
in hclthe , thou ſhalte conteſſe the; 
and pꝛeyſe Sod / and gloutfye in his 
mercyes: O howe greate is the mer- 
cy of oure loꝛde / and his fauour to 
them that returne to hym. Thou he 
reſt the gret mercy of god is redi/but 
that is, if thou beinge aliue and in 
ele, voylt be confeſſed to our * 
u 


7 
: 


But what ſhall we ſaye of theym / 
whoſe bodyes be ynable to ſyn, and 
yet the mynde putteth nat away the 

"1 Iſynfulle appetite: and whan by rea- 

on of aege the bodye is nere deed / 

that they can nat doo voycked and 
ithye actes, yet they leaue nat to 
peake levodely? Howe ſhulde they 
be confeſſed to our loꝛde glyue, that 
leaue ſooner to lyue than to ſyn? But 
thou yonge manne in thy floworynge 
age, why pꝛolongeſt thou the men- 
dynge of fy lyfe, dayes, monethes, 
and ycres? I thy bodye were diſe⸗ 
ſed with the dꝛopſye, and thou had- 
deſt befote the redye a certayne ſure 
remedy fo: that diſeſe, woldeſt thou 
ſay, The nexte yere, I voyll heale my 
ſyckenes ? J knowe well tou wol⸗ 
deſt nat be ſo madde, but thou wol⸗ 
deſt haſte moſte gredyly to be heled, 

And in the diſeaſes of the ſoule, mo- 


che more peryllous, doſt thou tarie, 
⁊ duueſt 


oth from day to day, from 
K 4 that 
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De niſericordia 
A that daye to that, yea thou defferreſt 
thy ſaluation to the day of thy deth t 
And who is thy ſurete / that thou 
ſhalteliue tyl to moꝛowe ? But theſe 
thynges be nat ſpoken, to the ende 
that any ſhuld deſpeir of foꝛgiuenes / 
but to thentent we wold woꝛeſt from 
every man the careles continuance in 
ſyn. There js ſyn/that neither in this 
woꝛlde, noꝛ in the woꝛld to come / is 
foꝛgyuen. God foꝛbed that anye of 
ys ſhulde ſwarue ſo far voyde. And 
therfoꝛe the mooſte ſure thynge is to 
eſchewe ſynne. The nexte is / that by 
and by we putte awoaye by penance, 
that we haue ſynnefullye voꝛoughte. 
A good man fallcth . vii.tymes on a 
day but he ryſeth agayne: al though 
this be ſpoken by venyall ſynnes. 7 
And therfoꝛe our loꝛde oſte tymes 
thꝛetneth vs ſharplye in holye ſcrip- 
ture, leſte on truſt of foꝛgyuenes that 
is ſo redy, we ſhulde walowe in to 
the myer of vngratious dedes. — 
8 i 1914 KL 


| 


' therforetheplaiſter of penance is nat 
gyuen that woe voylfully ſhulde cons 


fot euer. Jn Amos our loꝛd oft thon 
dreth agaynſte thꝛe oꝛ foure wycked 
neſſis: Shall nat 
It is woyyckednes to thynk yl. Here by 


c by we ſhulde take repentance / but 


it is greatter voickednes, to woyll to 
perfoꝛme that thou dyddeſt mynde: 
at the leſte from that grice the fote 
ſhulde ſteppe to better. But the gre- 


uouſte offence is, fylthylye to per- 


forme that that thou dyddeſte woyc- 
kedly purpoſe . And here we be nei- 
ther ſoꝛye noꝛ amende / but we put 
to it the fourth wyckednes, accuſto- 


mynge vs in ſynnes, and heapynge .. 


ſynnes vpon ſynnes. Nowe at this 


aſſed his iuſtice . Beholde 
weth after ſo ſharpe thꝛet 


mercye 
what fo 
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tinue in our diſeaſe; but leſt he, voi ⸗ 
che perchaunce falleth, ſhulde be loſt 


J abhoꝛre theym? 


ynte maye nat our loꝛde welle ab⸗ 
oꝛre vst yes truly ne were that his 
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©  Demiſcricordia 
nynges in the ſame pꝛophet: This 
ſayth our loꝛde to the houſe of Jirg- 
el: Seke, and ye ſhall fynde me / ſeke 
your loꝛde and come. Lette vs here 
our loꝛde thꝛetnynge, leſte we ſhulde 
ſynne: let vs here our loꝛde reclay- 
mynge vs, that we deſpeyre nat. O2- 
els wo be toys, if he ſhulde do to vs 
that he thꝛetnethe by the pꝛophete: 
⁊ after the thyꝛd oz fourth wycked- 
nes he ſhulde turne awaye from vs 
His merci /⁊ leue vs alone to our wil. 
yca with many of vs it ſhulde goo 
ryghte yuel, if our loꝛde ſhulde turne 
his face awaye after the thouſande 
wyckednes. But by ⁊̃ by as his righ# 
touſnes beginnethe to waxe rygo-s 
rous. Mercye ſteppethe foꝛthe and 
ſaythe: O loꝛde god be mercyfull: J 
pꝛaye the, who ſhall lyfte vppe Ja- 
cob foꝛ he is a babe ? And agayne: 
O loꝛde god ] pꝛaye the ceſſe / who 
ſhall rey ſe vppe Jacob, foꝛ he is a 


babe? Thus Mercye our beſte de- 
fender 


Y 


* Ly 
Ci o 
* 


domini Condo, © 
fender,pledeth the cauſe of our frail. 


nes.Nowtakehede hovo redy ſoꝛgi. 


uenes is to one repeting ⁊ amending. 
Our loꝛd (ſaith he)hath had pite vpõ 


hym . Jt ſhall nat be, ſayth our loꝛd. 


ye ſe ho woe ſoone he, thꝛetnynge ven 
geance, repenteth, if that we trulye 
wolle repente our miſdedes. It 
ſhall nat be / ſayde our loꝛde . J pꝛay 
you / what mother is ſoo lyghtlye 
leaſed with her chylder Ther- 
oꝛe ſythe we haue a loꝛde ſoo eaſye 
to pleaſe / and an aduocatrice ſoo ef- 
fectual, vohat thynge is there, vohy 
anye man deſpeyrynge of hym ſelfe / 
ſhoulde eyther contynue in ſynnes,; 
o2 with Judas flee to hange hym 
ſclfe? 

Euen foꝛ the ſame pourpoſe oure 
loꝛde by all meanes, myndynge our 
ſaluation / ſuffered mooſte excellente 


and mooſte appꝛoued men to fall in 


greuous ſynnes, that by theyi exam / 
ple he myght encoꝛage ⁊̃ cõfoꝛt vs to 
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= De miſericordis' 
hope to be ſoꝛgyuen. ten 
in Rolye ſcripture is moꝛe laudable 
than kyng Dcvid ? He was a kynge, . 
he woas a prophet, he was a man to 


goddes owone mynde / of his linage 


. Re. : Os 


Eſa. 38. 


Chꝛiſte was pꝛomiſed to come. But 
into ho we foule / in to howe many⸗ 


folde a ſynne dyd ſo great a man fall: 


He herethe of Nathan, the rebuke 
and cruell thꝛetnynges of our loꝛde. 
But Dauid with two wordes tur- 
neth all this angre of god in to mer- 
cy. He ſayde thus: I haue offended 
agayne my loꝛde: And forthe with 
Nathan ſayde to hym: Our loꝛde 
alſo hath tranſported thy ſyn, thou 
ſhalte nat dye. 
The thꝛetninges be of a great length 
to thentẽt he might correct him / but 
howe ſvoyſte is the voyce of mercy: 
Zhou ſhaltenat dye ? 
Like vaiſeby Eſaie Eʒechias hereth; 
Thou ſhalt dy /æ ſhalte nat lyue. e- 
chias wept a made gret ere 
2 4 
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Fe is 
The pꝛophet, the meſſanger of 25 


was nat yet gone halſe the kynges 
court 


rt, but that the mercy of our loꝛd 
callerh hym agayn / ſayenge: Returne 
backe, and ſaye to Ezechias, the capi 
tayne of my 2 thus: This ſaith 
our loꝛde / the god of Dauid thy fa- 
ther / haue herds thy pꝛayers / and 
haue ſeen thy wepyng e J haue hea- 
lid the. The thiꝛd day after this thou 
ſhalt go in to the coll of our loꝛde. 


The thy ꝛde boke ofkynges voytneſ⸗ 
ſeth hat ſame of Achab . There was 
nat ſuch an other gs Achab / whiche 
was ſolde, to thentent he might doo 
milchife in the ſyghtof our loꝛd. And 
be hereth theſe woꝛdes: Thou haſte 
kylde, ⁊ moꝛe ouer thou haſte poſſeſs 
, ſed : As whanhe padde ſiayne Na- 
both he occupied his vineyarde : but 
at the laſte he was ſo afrayde with 
the cruel thꝛetninges of our loꝛd, that 


by 


gnd 


te his clothes, and ware a ſhirt. 
_ he faſted 57 ſlept in wollen, 
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De miſericordie 
about hanginge downe 
his heed. Achab was frowarde / 
and had ofte deſpyſed our loꝛde that 
rebukedꝭ hym / he had heaped ſyns 
vppon ſynnes: and atte the laſte he 
was rather fered with dꝛede of miſ- 
chefes, hangynge ouer hym, than he 
mynded to repente and amende: 
And yet our loꝛde of his excedynge 
mercy ſpeaketh thus to Dely : Þaſt 
thou nat ſcen, ho voe Achab hathe 
humbled hym ſelfe befoze me: by- 
cauſe he hath humbled hym ſelfe fo 
my ſake, J will bꝛynge in no milchefe 
in his dayes. 

If the might of falſe repentance be 
ſo gret / that it can welt the reuẽging 
ſword out of the hand of god / what 
ſhal the mynde do / that truly chiged 
in to a cõtrary aſſectiõ, novo nat ſoꝛ 
dꝛede of puniſſhemet, but fot loue of 
god, doth abhoꝛre that that he miſs 
w2ought? For this entent he ſuffred 
Peter, which he had apointed _ 
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onelye, and opteyned mercye: 
hen Ehle delyuered his ſhepe 
toPeter to fede, fo: which he ſuffred 
deth, dyd he caſte in his tethe, the of 
fece of thꝛiſe ſoꝛſakyng him? No for 
ſothe, for nowe all that offence was 
ſo waſhed awaye with teares / that 
there remayned nat one ſteppe ther- 7 
of in our mercifull loꝛdes remẽ bꝛãce. 
Paule the ꝑſecuter of our loꝛdes chur 5 
che / was ouerthꝛo wen, I was made 9 
the teacher of natios. We haue great 1 
examples of them that ſynned, ⁊ eke 1 
of them that repented-vwe ought nat E | 
by example of anye to be pzouoked | | 
to ſynne, leſte we ſhulde tempte our 
lo:de,butifany man happen to be at 
trapped in ſynne, he hath examples 
of repentance / leaſte he ſhoulde de- 
_ But they doo way voardlye, 
that wyll nat folowe hym in repen⸗ 
tynge / whiche they folowed in ſyn- 
nynge . Dowe manye 1 be 
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Pfal. 101. 


Pſa Lo. 


Ld of 


De vines 
there, that ſmyle at theyꝛ auouti 


"© manſlaughters , fo: the example o 


DPguid? All though in Dauiũ wer 

fo many excellent yertues , thut this 
offence my ghte haue benne foꝛgyuen 
in recompence of them: but wolde 
to god lyke as they ſolowoe hym in 
offendynge / they wolde ſoo folowe 
hym eke in repentynge. De dydde 
ſpꝛede abꝛode his ſynne th:oughe all 
nations ofthe woꝛlde: and hedeſpi- 
ſed the delectations of the court /and 


for purple he wereth a ſherte of heer, 


and as breadde he eatcth aſhes. and 


myngleth his dꝛynke with wepyng: 


every nyght he vwaſſheth his bedde 
with teares, and moyſteth his couer 
lede voith wepynge. And he was nat 
aſhamed to ſay and ſynge this verſe 


of penance to all ſynners: Daue mer 


cy vpon me loꝛde after thy great mer 


cye . And after the multitude of thy 


mercycs, put away my woyckednes. 


ne was iudge, and gaue ſentence of 


dethe 


bouts Cour: 
dethe ageynſte hy 
ly dildeynynge he ſayth: Our — 
lyueth / fot he is the chylde of dethe, 
that hath done this thyng. He coude 
nat more euidently be condempned: 
than by his ovone woꝛde. Sod woas 
iudge / and yet as the perſone were 
changed / he commytted the iugemẽt 
to hym that was giltie . The iudge 
was taken with a tryppe, and 15 0- 
uercame , that commytted to hym 
the iugement: Dauid was — 4.9 
ouercome,god ouercame merciful 
whan he ſhevoed the ſynner to — 
ſelfe, that hadde foꝛgotte hym ſelſe. 
Before as a conquerour / and dꝛon- 
ken voith ynhappye pꝛoſperitie, he 
accomplyſhed his pleaſure with the 
womanne that he loued , he dely- 
ted in his mooſte ſweete chylde: : but 
whanne he was converted to oure 
lorde/ thanne atte the laſte he ſawe 
where he was,; and whatte diſſe⸗ 
rence was bet woene a nnn 
L an 
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0 De miſericordis 
and an vnriggtous manne,, Lyke 9s 
an other pzophecy teacheth Whan 
a ſynner with all his harte aknow⸗ 
legeth his fylthynes, and confeſſethe 
Eym ſelfe vooꝛthy of punyſſhement / 
than our loꝛde is iuſtified, and ouer- 
cometh / van he is iudged, that is 
to ſaye, vwhanhe offrcth the iudge- 
ment to manne, 9s to be iudged him 
ſelſe. But they that oꝛdeyne theyr 
ovne rightouſnes, make Sod in a 
maner yniuſte and a Iyer. , whiche 
wylleth-/that his mercye ſhoulde be 
knovven in euery man / and reioyceth 
to tourne our vnrightouſnes into his 
Bloꝛye: leynge where ſynne was 
plentyfull, there his free lyberalytie 
gboundeth . The olde Adam dydde 
nat ſoo, but vohanne he was called 
to confeſſion, he laydethe blame on 
his vyfe . Lykewoyſe ſhe called to 
confeſſion / blamed the ſerpente. If 
they coude haue ſonge the ſonge of 
Dauid, God haue mercye on me/ 


they 


domini Concio . 
they hadde nat bene banyſſhed oute 
of Paradyſe. Cain nat going out of 
kynde, what ſayth he/beinge pꝛouo⸗ 
ked of our loꝛde to repent. Am I my 
brothers keper? If he had ſaid thus: 
TJ haue ſynned, haue mercye on me: 
and yf he had ſayde it with all his 
harte, the mercye of god was redy. 
There is a carnall ſoꝛowe/that engen 
dreth deth, ſuche as Judas had: but 
agayne there is a godly ſoꝛowe, that 
bꝛyngeth forthe ſaluation and ſure 
toye . Paule tenderlye loued all his, 
yet he reioyſeth / that he had caſte 
the Coꝛinthies into ſuche a ſoꝛowoe: 
he condempned hym / that had had 
a do with his fathers wyfe ß that out 
of ſuche ſoꝛowoe , as after a bytter 
playſter foloweth a continuoll ioye. 
And inthe meane vohile ſure hope of 
ſalugcion beinge myngled with re- 
pentgunce , temperethe the bytter- 
neſſe of the ſoꝛowoe. Soo Dauyd, 
L 2 wan 
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vohan he hadde ſimply confeſſed his 


De miſericordia 


ſynne, and alſo the voꝛathe of Sod 
that he hadde deſerued, herke howe 
moch hope he conceyued of the mer 
cy of god: O loꝛd ſayd he, ſpꝛincle me 
with y ſope / ⁊ I ſhalbeclenſcd / thou 
ſhalte waſſhe me / and I ſhalbe made 


whyter than the ſnowe. Nat of his 


ovne good dedes, but by ſpꝛynclyng 
of the immaculate lambes bloode, 
he pꝛomyſethe hym pureneſſe, and 
whan he aknowoleged him ſclfe from 
his mothers wombe to be with ſpot 
tes defyled, yet oute of this maner 
walſſhynge he hopeth to haue faire- 
nes of innocencye / that ſhulde paſſe 
the ſnowy in vohytenes . And he doth 
nat onely Hope to opteyne innocency 
ageyne / but alſo that the ſoꝛowe of 
penance ſhulde tourne into ſpirituall 
ioye. De ſaythe: Thou ſhalte — 
ioy © gladnes to my heryng, and my 
hible bones ſhall lepe foꝛ toy. yelde 
to me the gladnes of thy ſaluation, 
and 


and coufirme me with thy pꝛincipall 


ſpirite. o wonderfull truſte of a ſyn- 
ner, and yet mote largely he pꝛomi- 


ſeth gym ſelfe ſomevohat : And my 
tongue ſayth he, ſhall ſhevoe oute- 
warde with great mirth thy iuſtice. 
O loꝛde thou ſhalte open my lyppes 
and my mouth ſhal ſhew thy pꝛeiſe. 
Mhan he hath pꝛoued the mercy of 
our loꝛde ſo great / he dyd eke exhoꝛt 
other, that they ſhulde repente and 
amende. So our loꝛde ſayde to Pe- 
ter: And thou conuerted ſometyme 
confizme thy bꝛetern. Dauid ſhuld 
haue periſhed / if he had commytted 
him ſelfe to Juſtice / but he beinge in 
that parte to weake, called vppon 
mercye, and therfoze the mercyes of 
our loꝛde heſyngethe for euer. 
They that plede matters amonge 
men, as ofte as they: cauſe is in ieo- 
perdye,ifthey maye, they wolle re- 
moue hit in to an other courte, alle 
thoughe they be in doute, I 
| ey 
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De niſericordia 
they ſhalfynd there a mote egal iuge 
oꝛ no. And truly it maye foꝛtune o- 
ther vohyle, that he that appeleth, 
may appele to his dama ge. But to 
vs moſte dere bretherne/ it is a thing 
farre farre mote ſure, nat to ſtryue 
with the iuſtice of god / that is to 
ſey / nat to caſte vp our heles againſt 
the pꝛicke, but by and by to calle yp- 
pon his mercy . And truclye in mens 
iugementes, there is nothynge moꝛe 
ſurer, than if we maye by ſome c0- 
lour, cleane denye the cryme, that is 
layde ageinſt vs: And the Rhetoꝛici- 
ens teache that that is the moſt myſe 
rable ſtate of a cauſe: vohyche they 
cleape depꝛecatyon, whanne the de⸗ 
fendaunte ſaythe / I haue offended/ 
fozgyue me. Dere contrarye wyſe, 
there is nothynge ſurer foꝛ vs, than 
wylfullye to aknowoledge / what ſo 
euer we haue myſw:oughte, and 
to beſeche the iudge of Mercye. 
And ſyth the goodnes of God in all 


holy 


1 


82 
RS 


hol ——— — e 
olye Scripture ſoo louyngely pꝛo- W's 
uoketh vs this to do / and ſythe the 
examples of fo manye noble men ex- 
hoꝛte vs therto: why ſhulde any be 
ounde: the wohicge deſpeyꝛinge of 
m ſelſe / had leuer war olde in ſyn⸗ 
nes ? In god/ that is of mooſte ſym- 
ple nature: there is nothynge, that 
ſhoulde ſtryue with other, and yet 
yf we bcholde thoſe thynges that 
chance to vs / a ſtryfe ſhulde ſeme to 
be bet woene goddis Juſtice and his 
Mercy. Juſtyce calleth foꝛ vs to pu- 
nyſſhement / but mercy (as ſaynt Ja- 
mes layth) leapeth vp ageynſt iuge- 
ment, as a conquerour. Who dydde 
euer crye: Jeſu haue mercy: but by 
and by he opteyned mercy ? The Ca- 
nanee criet: Good loꝛde haue mer- 
cy / and her daughter is made holle: 
Euerye ſynner eeke ſhoulde crye: 
Sood loꝛde haue Mercye, and his 
ſoule ſhal be healed. De the blynde 
begger crycth ; O ſonne of Dauid, 
L 4 Naue 


>< 


py haue mercy / and after his cloke was 
caſte awaye / he receyued his ſyghte. 
Let vs eke crye : Jeſu the ſonne of 
god / haue mercy on vs, lette vs crye 
ſtrongely and conſtantly euen amyd- 
monge the hourlynge multitudes of 
yuelle imaginations, and he of this 
woꝛldly beggers, ſhall make vs en- 
heritours of the heuenly kyngdome. 
who ſo euer ſeketh commodites of 
this life / is blynde, he is a begger, 
and in a patched cloke he beggeth a 
halfe penye of the people. They that 
 ſeketogeta kyngedome yea though 
they ſeme to go about a gret weygh 
ty matter, they do nothynge els; but 
wꝛetchedly begge a halfe penye of a 
multitude . They that hunte foꝛ ho- 
nours, and dignites / be they neuer 
ſoo great, they crye to the people. 
Take petye/gyue an halfepeny . But 
if any voyl crye: Jeſu loꝛde haue mer 
cye, he is redye to gyue vs him ſelſe. 

Our loꝛde taryeth he calleth hero 
JUAN | m 
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doniini Conciq | 34 3 
hym arte nat thou vnhappy, if thou 5 
rune nat? Why tarieſt in thyn vnhap 
pye clothes ? The aulter of mercy is 
open / ⁊ thou turneſt thy ſelfe to the 
bondes of madneſſe. The ſainctuary 
of goddis mercy is opened / and thou 
fleeſt into the hurlepytte of ynhappy 
deſpeire. Thy ſauiour recheth fozthe 
to the his hande, and thou turneſt a- 
way thy face. Heut is open vntothe, 
⁊ thou runneſtdown heedlyng in to i 
helle. The lappe of goddis goodnes . 
is holde open to the, and thou flieſt © [il 
to the vnhappy halter. The thefe on Luc. 23. 
the croſſe hereth theſe woꝛdes. This 1 
day thou ſhalte be with me in Para⸗ N Ti 
diſe, and thou bindeſt and giueſt thy 1 

ſelfe to helle. 
But nowe hit is tyme to fulfylle in || 
that that I laſtely-pzomyſed, that is 8 | 

to ſay,by what meanes the mercy of 1 il 1 
god may be ſoneſt gotte. Foꝛ of pꝛa #4 wie | 

ers / wepynge / faſtyng / wearing of vr 
eare /c of aſhes,that is of a contrite 


: N 
7 e 
C 
+ 
* 7 
* > 
* | — 
. fJ + 
. * . <= * ? 7 
=— 
- * 
— 1 2 * 4 
* 2 bh OS, " i; 
£ Fo p 


” 


_—_— 
 — 
eg 


= 


* 


: 1 
1 > * : N 
EY * x 4 


: 3 . 
4 


* 1 0 Py 4 
— "3+ > ah 
| KD a 
9 2 De miſeri ordia 


haue mercy / and aſter his cloke was 
caſte a waye / he receyued his ſyghte. 
Let vs eke crye: Jeſu the ſonne of 
d / haue mercy on vs, lette vs crye 
ongely and conſtantly euen amyd- 
monge the hourlynge multitudes of 
yuelle imaginations, and he of this 
wouldly beggers, ſhall make vs en- 
heritours of the heuenly kyngdome. 
who ſo euer ſeketh commodites of 
this life / is blynde, he is a begger, 
and in a patched cloke he beggeth a 
halfe penye of the people. They that 
" ſeketo get a kyngedome,yea though 
they ſeme to go about a gret weygh 
ty matter,they do nothynge els, but 
voꝛetchedly begge a halfe penye of a 
multitude . They that hunte foꝛ ho- 
nours and dignites / be they neuer 
ſoo great, they crye to the people. 
Take petye/gyue an halfepeny . But 
if any woyl crye: Jeſu loꝛde haue mer 
cye, he is redye to gyue vs him ſelſe. 
Our loꝛde taryeth, ge calleth * to 
545 ym 


hym, arte nat thou ynhappy, if thou 
rune nat ? Why tarieſt in thyn vnhap 
pyeclothes? The aulter of mercy is 
open / ⁊ thou turneſt thy ſelfe to the 
bondes of madneſſe. The ſainctuary 
of goddis mercy is opened / and thou 
fleeſt into the hurlepytte of ynhappy 
deſpeire. Thy ſauiour recheth fozthe 
to the his hande, and thou turneſt g- 
way thy face. Heuẽ is open vntothe, 
⁊ thou runneſtdown heedlyng in to 
helle. The lappe of goddis goodnes 
is holde open to the , and thou flieſt 
to the vnhappy halter. The thefe on 


day thou ſhalte be voith me in Para- 
diſe, and thou bindeſt and giueſt thy 
ſelfe to helle. 
But no woe hit is tyme to fulfylle 
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the croſſe hereth theſe vooꝛdes. This 


that that J laſtely pꝛomy ſed, that is 
to ſay, by vohat meanes the mercy of 
god may be ſoneſt gotte. Foꝛ of pꝛa 
ers / wepynge / faſtyng / wearing of 
faſhes, that is of a contrite 

L 5 hert, 


Luc. 43. 
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+  Demiſericordia * 
hart, is now ſpoke here there tho- 
rough out al this ſermo. And verily 
theſe thiges do opteyn merci of god: 
But wel doing to our neighbo: doth 
wꝛeſt it out, if I may ſo ſ Ons as 
euery md wold haue god be to hym / 


let him ſhewoe him ſelſe ſuche to his 
neighboꝛ. The grekes pꝛouer. ſayth: 
Fauour getteth fauoꝛ. But amõge ys, 
mercy getteth mercie . Giue ⁊ to you 
ſhalbe giut: Foꝛgiue ⁊ ye ſhalbe ſoꝛgi 
ue: And loke what meſure ye haue 
met to your neighbor , the ſame god 


ſhal mete to you. And I cal mercy oꝛ 
pitie : nat onely vohi the nede of our 
neighboꝛ is eſed, but alſo vohat ſo e- 
uer good dede is done to our brother 
with a good mind. He that teacheth 
him that erreth, oꝛ he that cozrecteth 
the miſdoer, and other vohile he that 
with ſtrokes chaſtiſeth a ſinner, if he 
do it with a chꝛiſtẽ affectiõ, he dothe 
the wark of merci vpõ his neighboꝛ, 
⁊ he that doth cũfort the woful- — 
2 do 


2 


doth bring the deſpeiꝛed, in to good 
hope/he is merciful to ward his ney- 
bour, ⁊ he recopenſeth oꝛ pzouoketh 
the merci of god. And verily it is nat 
cõuenient that the mercy of Chꝛiſtẽ 
people ſhulde be of lyttell pꝛyce and 
common. A paynym voyll gyue al- 
mes to a begger / any man voyl helpe 
his frede in ieoperdy / the gentils alſo 
do fozgyue ſom offences. But what 
our mercy ought to be, the goſpel te- 
cheth vs: Be mercifull / that ye may 
be the chyldꝛen of your father, that 
is in heuen . If the mercy of god to- 


ward ys be of the como ſo2t,merci of 
the como ſort ſuſfiſeth ys toward our 


neihgbour. 
But if he comaunde his ſonne to 
ſhyne bothe on good and yuelle : 


to the welle diſpoſed and wicked, 
if we wyll appere his true children/ 
then muſte we be weldoers nat only 
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and ſufferethe ſoo ryche hauiour of 
this woꝛlde to be commune bothe - 


to⸗ 
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At a De IC. 1 
to warde our , kyns folke/ 
and tothemthat haue well deſerued 
it / but alſo towarde ſtrangers, ye to 
our foes, and to them that haue y- 
uell deſerued it. 

If god ſoꝛ vs beinge idol woꝛſhyp 
pers / and childꝛen of helle, gaue his 
onely ſonne: ſemeth it a great thinge 
to vs / if we agayne do good to our 
ennemy, vhiche is our bꝛother, in 
that he is a reaſonable creature? 
And if our mooſte rightous loꝛde for 
our ſynnes offered vp hym felfe / in 
the auter of the croſſe, ſemethe hit a 
great thyng to vs, if we ſoꝛgyue our 
neyghbour the wꝛonge that he dyd 
to vs? Howe dare a ſynner crye / Loꝛd 
haue mercye vppon me / the vwhiche 
denyeth mercy to his brother ? Shal 
nat he woꝛthily here this of the goſ- 

Mat. 18. pell: O naughty ſeruant, I haue foꝛ- 
gyuen the al thy duty, oughteſte not 
thou to haue pite on thy felow being 


ſeruant with the ? vohat good * 
o⸗ 


ſoeuer we do to our neyghbour, our 
loꝛde ſuffreth it to be aſcribed vnto 
hym / whan he hath nede of no man: 
And all be it that god hath fyꝛſte be» 
ſtowed it all on ys moſt heapynglye, 
what good ſoeuer to out power we 
haue beſtowed 02 done to our bꝛe⸗ 
therne,yet as though he were bound 
for oure good dedes towarde our 
neighbur, he pzomiſeth to yelde vs 
agayne good meſure / with moche 
encreaſe, full and well heaped vppe. 
4 it nat good meaſure / whan for 
erboꝛynge a pooꝛe man, our loꝛde 
receyueth the in to the kingedome of 
heuen ? The beſte waye to ware rich 
is to woaxe pooꝛe by ſuche lyberalite. 
The wyſe men of this woꝛlde wyll 
nat ſuffre their money to ruſt in their 
cheſtis, but they lcuc it with the ban 
kers / that by vſury they may gette 
more to hit. They that voyll be riche 
of heuenly goodes / they muſte haue 
ado with that mooſte liberal vſurer. 
Me 
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Poe calle them happy that be ryche: | He 
but in the goſpel / they that be mer-| fl 
cyfull, be called happy, bycauſcthey | M4 
ſhall opteyne mercy . He playerh the 
vſurer with our loꝛde (ſaythe the 
woyſe Hebꝛevee) that piticth the po- 
uer folke / and he ſhall quite hym a- 
gayne . And the pꝛophet ſaythᷣ: Re- 
deme thy ſynnes with almes dedes: 
bycauſe, as the prince of thapoſtels 

Ec ſayth : Eharitie coucreth the multi- 

Aeg. tude of ſynnes. ye here the exchange: 

"7% but it is with a greatte luker . Lyke 

al. wylchethe miſticall ſynger ſaythe: 

| Happy is that man, that piticth and 

lendeth . Therfoꝛe with god he play 
etꝶ a poynt of vſury, who ſo euer 
foꝛ the loue of god, dothe his neygh- 
bour a good turne. ye here the ex- 
change / ye here the encreaſynge, ye 
here the redemynge. 

Who ſoo euer hurteth his neyghe 
bour / is in danger of hym, that he 
harmed; Mho ſocuer to his power 

elpeth 


Ji 


helpeth his our / byndeth him / E a 0h 
that he dothe the good turne to. Do $7 
nataſke on hym that of- 
ẽded the make exchãge with god: 
foꝛgyue thy neyghbour a fevoe and 
lyght offences, and god of yerye c0- 
uenant, wyll foꝛgyue the all thyne. 
Require no rewarde agayne of thy 
— to whome thou dyddeſt 
a good turne / but aſke hit of god / 
wohat ſoo euer thou diſpoſeſte welle / 
and he fot goodes tranſytoꝛye, wyll 
rewarde, the with goodes euer- 
laſtynge- 

| re be dyuers ſoꝛtes of ſacri- 
fices / with the voh iche god is pleg- 
ſed / as ſpirituall hymnes , ſonges, 
aiers,voatchinges ,faſtinges, hom 
y rayment: but no maner ſacrifice is 
more effectual,than mercye toward 
our bzother . Go (ſaith ourloꝛd) and 
lerne vohat it is: wil haue mercy ⁊ 
nat ſacrifice. e dãneth nat ſacrifices 
but he preferreth mercy aboue oy” 
| g 
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' ge all. The ſame that oure loꝛde Jef 


De miſericordia 


wytſaferh to teche vs with his ovon 
mouthe in the goſpelle / he taught 
longe befoze by the mouthe of Wi⸗ 
chee the pꝛophete. Foz whanne'oure 
loꝛde hadde rebuked the inuincible 
obſtaclenes of the people rooted in 
yuels: the people beinge thoughtful 
by vohat way 02 meane they myght 
appeaſe god/ beinge rightouſly pꝛo- 
uoked with ſo many courſed dedes / 
ſayth thus : What thynge worthily 
maye J offre to god ? Shall J bowe 
my knees to almyghty god ? Tohat 
ſhulde J offre to hym, ſacrifices,and 
yerelynge calues ? Woll he be pleſed 
with a thouſande vwethers/ 02 many 
thouſande of fatte gottes? Shall. J 
gyue my firſte begotten ſon for myne 
offence, the frute of my wombe, for 
the ſynne of my ſoule? Pytherto ſpe- 


keth the people, ynderſtandyng,that 
no ſacriſyce coude of man be offered 


vp / that myght purge away ſynnes, 
yea 


* 
1 
a 


body to be burned! and haue no cha 


domini Concio. 88 "IR. ! 
yea if aboue manye thouſande we- = Eh 
thers/ he wolde offre vp his fyꝛſte * 
begotten ſonne / to hym moſte dere: 


* 


but the pꝛophete ſhevoeth a moꝛe ei ÞÞ 
fectuali ſacrifyce, voher with by and n 
by the anger of god is appeaſed. © 11 
man J wyl ſhev the / what is good, 4 
and what oure loꝛde wolde haue of 
the. Thou muſte do iu t/ and 
loue mercy, and thoughtfully walke "1d 

with thy loꝛde god. What is to do n 

iudgement ? to hurte no man. What "10s 
is to loue mercy? todotheym good E 41 * 
that deſerue it nat. -— 1H} 

Paule the appoſtell moꝛe ouer ad- 
deth ſomvohat to the pꝛeyſe of mer- . 


cy. If I ſhulde (ſaythe he) gyue my 
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ritie, it auaylet me nothynge. 
Abꝛaham pꝛofered a greate thynge, 
that was redye to offre vppe his on- 
lye ſonne in ſacrifyce, that He loued 
ſpeciallye : but he pzofferethe moe, 
vhiche foꝛ the loue of god ch | 
| M ret 
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A De mi ore * 
”  rethHibownebody to be bourned. 
ad yet charitie is moꝛe acceptable 
10 that ſacrifyce. And what thing 


5 
1*-oyh7Asi8 charitic towarde oure neygh- 


* —— 


bour, but mercy ? Lherfozeſythe all 
we. continually, in all thynges haue 

nede of the mercy of god, our ſpeci- 

all ſtudye oughte ſtylle to be, gowe 

one of vs may mercyfully helpe an o 
ther; fo one with an other berynge 
the burthens to gether, we may ful⸗ 
fyll the la voe of Chꝛiſte, that rather 
requireth mercye than ſacriſice / and 
voylleth vs to redeeme his mercye, 
- with mercy ſnewed on our neibour. 
But as my mynde excedyngly reioy- 
ceth, wanne I caſte with my ſelfe/ 
ho we great the mercy of our loꝛde 
is towarde ys, and howe redye foꝛ 
vs he wolde it ſhulde be, ſo an huge 
great ſo20vweperceth myn harte / as 
ofte as J beholde inwardely, ho we 
ſcante the myndynge of mercye is a- 
monge Lhiſten people? If we were 
truely 


4 


domini Concio, ' 
reche euen to the Turkes, we ſhulde 


caſte coles of fyꝛe vpon theyꝛ heedes/ / 


that they beynge ouercome with our 
at laſte houlde come to the 


feloveſhyp of oure relygion . But 
nowe we Lhſtiens,by voarres,rob- 
beries / theftes, and oppꝛeſſions / doo 
more cruellye greue and vexe Chꝛi- 
ſtiens,than any kynd of wyld beſtis, 
greueth the ennemye therof . 
If ye loke to the gayn oꝛ wynnyng, 
what thynge do we but one lyue by 
deyourynge an other / after the ma- 
ner of fyſſhes ? Who is nat redy yea 
for a ſmalle auaylle, to beguyle his 
brother; whoſe nede he oughte to 
ſuccoure ? Nowe a dayes by our 
brothers pouerte, woe goo aboute to 
— our auantage: our bꝛother foꝛ 
ute of meate dyethe, and the more 
ieoperdye I fe hym in, the derer J 
ſelleto hym that that he nedethe . 
Howe ynlowly is our ſtately fierſnes 
bor M 3 to⸗ 
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4 De miſericordi a 
to voarde our inferiours ? How great 
is the rebellion of the inferiours to- 
warde the ſuperiours, ye ⁊ in vohat 
place ſhall ye fynde pure charitie ? 
All places be fulle of bꝛaulynges / de⸗ 
tractions , and backebytynges, And 
we nat onely quyte a lyttell voꝛonge 
with great reuengyng but alſo wyl⸗ 
fully we do harme them / that dydde 
vs no hurte. And the meane whyle 
we mynde nat, howe greatte mercye 
our loꝛde hate poured on vs: vohi- 
che he woylle calle agayne frome ys: 
excepte that we poure hit ageyne on 
our neyghbour, that we receyued. 

f ye ſeke (ſayth the pꝛophete) ſeke. 
f we ſeke the mercy of god we muſt 
feke it truely, and with all our harte. 
Zourne you and comme. She tour- 
neth her to vs, yf we woyll tourne to 
her. The mercy of god camme to vs, 
vhan the ſon of god deſcended into 
erth: let vs go to her agein. Our moſt 
lo. 8. mercyſull lozdeindyberh hym, * 
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domini Concio. 90 
he maye aſſoyle the aduoutrer/let vs 
ageyne lyſte vp our affection to him, 
bowoynge do wone to vs. The fyꝛſte 
e to caſte awoay ſynne. So phi 
itions fyꝛſte pourge the bodye, that 
after they may putte into it better iu- 
ces. So thou ſynner fyꝛſte caſt out of 


thy a all yl affections that ſtriue 


ageinſte god;lecherye / couetouſnes/ 
ryotte / pꝛide / and angre. Whan he 
that continueth in ſynne beſechethe 
the mercye of god, dothe he nat as 
though an ennemye armed / and hol- 
dynge his ſwoꝛde and bouckeler in 
his hande / wolde deſyꝛe peace? He 
that aſ keth , receyu 
keth,findeth, to hym that knocketh, 
the dooꝛe is opened, If ye aſk mercy, 
aſke it truly:if ye ſeke, ſeke 2ryght: 
and if ye knocke at the doꝛe of mercy 
knocke truly. 
Myl ye haue an example of one that 
truly aſked mercy ? He the pꝛodigall 
chyld aſ keth it aright, but that was 
M 3 after 


e: he thatſe- 


Mat. 7. 


rod Alder os OO, „ 


TR 


alter he had lefte the hogges, and 
vhi he was returned to his father. 
O father / J haue offended in heuen =. 


De miſericordia 


and afoꝛe the, make me as one of thy 
labourers. Nowe here the publi- 
can, that foꝛ the conſcience of his 
ſyns / dare nat lift yp his eyes to heut 
warde noꝛ dare nat come nere the 
alter, but ſtandynge a far of / he knoc 
keth on his beſte and ſayth : Loꝛde 
haue mercy on me, a ſynner . He aſ- 
keth / the vohoſe affections be turned 
contrarye, that is to ſeye of a dꝛon- 
kerd is become ſobꝛe: of a rebaude/ 
chaſte: of a glutton temperate: of 2 
bubour beneficial : of a levode ſpeker 
a goad ſayer: of a diſſembler, a plain 
man / of a crabbyſhe felowe a lovoly 
man of a cruel fclowe a mercyful. He 
knocketh, that with deuoute impoꝛ- 
tunatenes, in a maner compelleth 6 
merci of god, neuer ceſſing to exerciſe 
warkes ol mercy on his neyghbour. 
Crie to our loꝛde: haue mercy ; but ⁊ 


thou 


A. - bres / thatis to ſay the ſyke and the 
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Alon Conco. gi 
thou wilt be herde, ſe that thou here 
hym agayne. De cryeth in his mem- 


nedy. Here if thou ſtoppe thyn eres, 
he voyll nat here the agayne, whan 
thou calleſt to him. He is refreſſhed 
in his poore ſolkes /in them he thꝛy- 
ſterh, in them he hungreth , in them 
Re is ſyke / and pynethe , in theym 
he is diſpyſed 4 offended. But mote 
vnſhamefaſtly ſayeth he to our loꝛd: 
Haue mercy ypon me the which onli 
wil nat refreſhe his brother,but alſo 
vexeth hym vndeſerued-and oppꝛeſ- 
ſeth the weke, e betrayeth the inno- 
cent, he ſpoileth the poure,7begileth 
the harmeles. In continuing in thoſe 
dedes / he calleth on the mercy of our 
loꝛd in vaine. If they that do nat res 
freſhe Chꝛiſt in his mEb2es/ſhal here: 
Go ye curſed folkes in to euerlaſtinge 
ſyꝛe: what ſhall they here that do re 
uile, 1 mocke, beat puniſhe/ 
ſklander, 5 flee Chꝛiſt iu his mEbes? 


m4 IJf 
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De miſericordia 
Jf J be nat diſceyued / there is a ſen» 
tence amonge the mymes puplians, 
vohiche beſemeth a chꝛiſten man: In.. 
gyuynge he receyued a benefyte that 
gaue it vnto hym, that was voorthy 
to haue it. Why ſtyckeſt at hit thou 
fro voard ponderer of an others dig⸗ 
nite ? De gyuethe to one worthy to 
haue it, that gyuethe to the membꝛe 
of Chiiſte : he gyueth to one worthy 
therof, that gyueth to his brother. 
And fynally / he gyueth to one woꝛ⸗ 
thy to haug it w Ho ſo euer, ſoꝛ Jeſus 
loue / gyueth to a poure creature. If 
thou ſeke wynnyng, play the vſurer 
with hym : if thou dꝛede peyne/thou 
haſte wherby thou maieſt redeme it. 
Luc.11, - After ſharpe rebuke, what ſayth our 
loꝛde in the goſpell ? yet gyue almes 
(ſayth he)and ſe,al thynges beclene 

vnto you. 
Mhan tempeſte of the ſee is redye 
to dꝛenche the, thou ſtyckeſte nat to 
caſt thy marchandiſe in to the ſee(be 
| it 


-|. -hangeth ouer the, dothe it greue the 
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it neuer ſo pꝛecious)to ſaue thy own 
lyfe: Mhan the vengeance of god 


to diſpoſe a lytel money op thy neigh 
boure ? 

Mhat woldeſt thou leue vndone / 
if thy houſe were a fyꝛe? But vohat 
burnynge is ſo dꝛedefull as the anger 
of god ? Whan his anger ſodaynlye 
flameth vp,voylte thou nat vſe the re 
medy / that is ſewed to quenche it? 
What / wyltte thou aſke, who ſhe- 
weth it? That doth the verye good 
man Sirach : water (ſaith he) quen- 
cheth flamynge ſyꝛe, and almes dede 


knoweth not boſtinge oꝛ oſtentati- 
on / fot ſo ſhe loſeth her name. They 
that gyue almes with a trumpe blo- 
voynge befoꝛe theym, they gyue nat 
almes / but they bye glory. Foꝛ that 
is verye almes befoze god,vwhanthy 
lyfte hande knoweth nat what thy 
righte hande doth . Put (ſayth he) 


ID 5 thy 


Eccl. 3. 


withſtandeth ſynnes . Almes dede 


£0" Demiſericordie 
thy treaſure in the commandemen- 
tes of god, and it ſhal pꝛoſit the moꝛe 
than golde:cloſe thy almes / in the 
poore mannes harte, and hit ſhall ' 
delyuer the from all yuell. Thy trea 
ſure is neuer ſo ſure buried oꝛ hidde, 
as in the poure mans hart. It is far 
better locked therin than in thy yꝛon 
cheſtis . Foꝛget that that thou haſte 
gyuen: let nat the poore man knowe 
(if it maye be) who he is, that dyd 
to hym the good dede . Yohan thy 
nede _ ireth an interceſſoꝛ / thy gl- 
mes dede ſhall nat be dumme / but 
hit ſhall opteyne of our loꝛde, that 
thou / that dyddeſte ſuccoure thy 
neyghbourin anye trouble, ſhalt be 
delyuered frome all yuelle. Wylle ye 
here almes dede ſpeakynge thus ? 
Comme ye bleſſed chylderne of my 
father, foꝛ vohgn I was hungrye, ye 
aue me meate: Man J was thy2- 
ye / ye gaue me dꝛynke: whanne J 
was naked, ye clothed me / whanne 
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domini Concio 03 

J wanted lodgyuge-ye lodged me: 
wanne J woas ſycke / ye viſeted me: 
— was in pꝛiſon, ye camme to 
me. nat remembꝛynge they: 
benefytes / voyll anſvoere and ſay: O 
loꝛde van dydde we ſee the wan⸗ 
tynge thoſethynges , and dydde ſuc- 
cour the? | 

Zhe other parte reherfethe they: 


_ vertues, ⁊ they here theſe wordes : 


Ho ye into euerlaſtynge fyꝛe. Shall 
nat almes dede than / be here a good 
ipokeſwoman, that ſhall deliuer vs 
from hell, that is to ſey, from al miſ- 
chcfe, aud ſhaltiopne ys to our lo:d 5 
the verye fountayne of all goodnes ? 
What reſteth nowe dere brethcrne, 
but that we muſt beſeche the mercye 
of our loꝛd, that he vwoyll alſo youche 
ſafe to graunte vs; that we maye be 
merciful to our neyboyr / leſt that we 
in this behalf liel regarding his mer- 
cy, ſhal afterward require it ĩ vayne: 


but the moꝛe we be pꝛouokedde by 


mercy 


— 
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inys — that in god / 
mercye towarde ys maye ouercome 
ee ſoo it ſgall come to 
3 that we with agreable myn- : 

ether / ſhall ſynge the mer- 
cyes of our loꝛde for euer, aknowe- - 
legynge his mercyes, aboue all his 
warkes. To whome be pꝛeiſe 

and gloꝛye thꝛoughe all 
coſtis of the erth for 
euer moꝛe. 
Amen. 
Þ 


Thus endeth this boke of the 
mercy of god, in many places 

better a mended/than 
it woas before. 
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